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THE SEGULAH OF PARSHAS HAMANN

In this week’s parshah we encounter Parshas Hamann.1 Now this is a parshah that we should be talking about and 
learning about every single day. It’s a parshah that contains probably the most mind-occupying subject in a person’s life 
across the spectrum: Parnasah.

I want to add something that I saw in the Tashbetz Katan.2 He quotes the Yerushalmi that says that if a person reads 
Parshas Hamann every day, he’s muvtach (assured) that his parnasah will not be diminished, and he adds: “V’ani arev 
- I’m going to be a guarantor that this is how it will be.” A highly unusual language.

WE OFTEN BADMOUTH PARNASAH

Now, sadly, the problem with this subject is that it’s not a subject that you necessarily learn separately in yeshivah 
and most people learn this subject from their parents, who learned it from their parents. Meaning, that it’s something 
where the education on 

the subject comes from the street. Most children grow up in homes where they heard over and over again about parnasah, 
about the lack of parnasah, about how they can’t afford things. How hard they used to have it, how hard they have it now, 
how hard it will be in the future, and how worried they are about their children. How will their children live?

You have to know that first of all, you do a great disservice to yourself and to your children. Instead of teaching your 
children and yourself how to ensure and assure oneself and your children that they will have parnasah, what you’re doing 
by feeding them worries is you’re training them to have their parnasah diminished. Everybody will give you statistics and 
stories of life, Holocaust stories, post-Holocaust stories, what used to be when we came from the old country, all kinds 
of narishkeit. It would be bad enough if it would just be pareve and not negative, but not only is the thinking negative, it 
undermines people’s whole challenge of parnasah and they never are able to get past it.

A Yid came here not long ago. He said, “Give me a brachah I should get old.” I said, “Okay, what’s that brachah 
about? You want to live long?” He said, “No, it’s like this: In Eretz Yisrael, everybody knows one thing, that there’s 
nobody without chovos, debts. People drei over there with debts for years as they marry off child after child… but it’s an 
interesting phenomenon: When you get old, all the debts are taken care of.”

You don’t find 80-year-old people or 75-year-old people walking around with a burden of debt on their shoulders. 
All the old people in Eretz Yisrael that make it to that age, they’re standing up straight and they’re smiling. Their debts 
somehow dissipate. It’s like there is a whole chunk of life when you’re raising and marrying off your children that you’re 
facing these debts and being challenged, and then it goes away.

HOW STRONG IS YOUR DEDICATION TO TORAH? 

Now, the first thing you have to know — and you have to tell it to your children, you have to tell it to yourself, you have 
to tell it to your husband, you have to tell it to your wife, and many times they don’t want to hear it —  is that the parshah 
of mann in the Torah is the parshah of parnasah. In the introduction, when Hashem said He’s bringing מן מן השמים, He said 
that the purpose of giving you mann is “למען אנסנו”- in order for Hashem to test you. What’s the test? “הילך בתורתי אם לא - will 
you follow in My Torah or not?” That is the challenge.

ר־יִִלְְקְְט֖֖וּ  ֽ ל אֲֲשֶֽׁ� ֥ ה עַ֥� ה֣ מִִשְְׁנֶ֔�֔ יָָ֣הָ� יאוּ וְְ ֑ ר־�בִָ֑יָ ת אֲֲֶשֶׁ ֣ ינוּ אֵ֣� ֖ כִ֖� י וְְֵהֵ שִִַּׁהַשִּׁ֔�֔ וֹם  הָ֙֙יָָהָ בַַּיּ֣֣ א׃ וְְ ֽ� י אִִם־לֹֽ ֖ �תִָ֖רָ ךְ בְְּתוֹ ֥ נּוּ הֲֲלֵֵ֥יֵ� ֛ ן אֲֲַנַסֶּ֛� ַעַ ֧ וֹם בְְּיוֹמ֔֔וֹ לְְמַ֧� ר־י֣֣ קְְוּ֙֙ט דְְַּבַ ֽ ם וְְלָֽ� ֤ עָָ֤הָ� א  יִִם וְְָיָצָ֨�֨ ֑ מָָ֑שַָּׁהַ�  חֶֶם מִִן־ ֖ ֛ם לֶ֖� כֶָ֛לָ� יר  ֥ מְְַמַ�טִ֥ י  ה הִִנְְ�נִ֨֨ שֶֹׁ֔מֹ�֔ ל־ ר ה' ֶאֶ אֶמֶ ֤� 1 שמות טז ד-לו :יַֹּ֤וַ

ת ה'  ֣ ה בְְּתֵ֣� שֶֹׁ֗מֹ�֗ ר  אֶמֶ ֣� ינוּ׃ יַֹּ֣וַ ֽ לֵָֽעָ� ינוּ  ֖ לִּ֖� י )תלונו( ַתַ ֥ ה כִּ֥� ֣חְְנוּ מָ֔�֔ ל־ה' וְְנַ֣� ֖ם ַעַ יכֶ֖� ֵתֵֹנֹּ ת־תְְּלֻֻ ת־כְְּב֣֣וֹד ה' בְְּשׇׇׁמְְע֥֥וֹ ֶאֶ םֶ֙֙תֶ ֶאֶ ר וּרְְאִִי ֶקֶ יִִם׃ וּבֹ֗�֗ ֽ ץ מִִצְְרָֽ� ֶרֶ ֥ אֵֶ֥מֵ� ֖ם  תְְֶאֶכֶ֖� יא  ֥ י ה' הוֹ�צִ֥ ֧ ם �כִּ֧ עְְַדַתֶּ֕�֕ י ֽ ב �וִֽ ֶרֶ ל עֶ֕�֕ ֑ אֵָ֑רָ� ֖י יִִשְְׂ ל־כׇׇּל־בְְּנֵ֖� ֽ ן אֶֽ� הֲֲַאַרֹ֔�֔ הֶ֙֙שֶֹׁמֹ וְְ  ר  אֶמֶ ֤� וֹם׃ יַֹּ֤וַ וֹם יֽֽ י֥֥
ת  ֖ ע אֵ֖� מַָ֔שָׁ�֔ י  ֣ ֣י ה' �כִּ֣ ל קִִרְְב֖֖וּ לִִפְְנֵ֣� אֵָ֔רָ�֔ ֣י יִִשְְׂ תַ֙֙דַ בְְּנֵ֣� ל־כׇׇּל־עֲֲ ֽ ר אֶֽ� ן אֱֱמֹ֗�֗ הֲֲַאַרֹ֔�֔ ל־ ֽ הֶ֙֙שֶֹׁמֹ אֶֽ�  ר  אֶמֶ ֤� ל ה'׃ יַֹּ֤וַ י ַעַ ֥ ֖ם כִּ֥� יכֶ֖� ֵתֵֹנֹּ ינוּ תְְלֻֻ ֥ לֵָ֥עָ� ֹלֹא־ ה  ֣חְְנוּ מָ֔�֔ יו וְְנַ֣� ֑ לָָ֑עָ� ם  ֖ לִִַּמַי�נִ֖ ם  ֥ תֶַּ֥אַ� ר־ ם אֲֲֶשֶׁ יכֶ֔�֔ ֵתֵ ת־תְְּלֻֻנֹּ֣�֣ ַעַ ה' ֶאֶ ַעַ בִִּשְְׁמֹ֤�֤ רֶ֙֙קֶ֙ לִִשְְׂבֹּ֔�֔  בַֹּ֙� חֶֶם בַּ ֤ ל וְְלֶ֤� אֱֱֶלֶכֹ֗�֗ ר  ֣ שָָׂ֣בָּ� ב  ֶרֶ עֶָ֜בָּ�֜ ם  כֶָ֨לָ�֨
ר  ֶקֶ בַֹּ֖בַ�֖ ר וּ שָָׂ֔בָ�֔ יִִם֙֙ ֹתֹּאכְְל֣֣וּ  רְְַעַבַּ֙�֙  ֽ ין הָֽ� ֤ ר בֵּ֤� אמֹ֗�֗ ם ֵלֵ הֵֶ֜לֵ�֜ ר אֲֲ בֵַּ֨דַּ�֨ לֵ֒אֵָרָ֒   ֣י יִִשְְׂ תֹ֮֮נֹּ בְְּנֵ֣� ת־תְְּלוּ עְְתִִּי ֶאֶ מַָ֗שָׁ�֗ ר׃  אמֹֽ�ֽ ה ֵלֵּ ֥ שֶֹׁ֥מֹ� ל־ ר ה' ֶאֶ ֥ בֵַּ֥דַ� ֽן׃ יְְַוַ � נָָֽעֶָבֶּ�  ה  ֖ הֵ֙֙נֵּ כְְּב֣֣וֹד ה' נִִרְְאָ֖� ר וְְהִִ ֑ מִִּדְְבָּ֑� ל־ַהַ ל יִִַּוַפְְנ֖֖וּ ֶאֶ אֵָ֔רָ�֔ י־יִִשְְׂ ֽ ת בְְּנֵֽ� ֣ ל־כׇׇּל־עֲֲדַ֣� ןֹ֙֙רֹ ֶאֶ הֲֲַאַ ר  ֤ בֵַּ֤דַ� י כְְּ ם׃ יְְַוַ�הִ֗֗ ֽ יכֶֽ� ֵתֵֹנֹּ תְְּלֻֻ
ץ׃ יִִַּוַרְְא֣֣וּ  ֶרֶ ֽ אָָֽהָ� ל־ ר ַעַ כְְַּכַּפֹ֖�֖ ק  ֥ ס דַּ֥� ק מְְחֻֻסְְפָּ֔�֔ ֣ רָ֙֙בָּ דַּ֣� מִִּדְְ י ַהַ ֤ ל־פְְּנֵ֤� ה ַעַ ל וְְהִִנֵּ֞�֞ ֑ טָּ֑� ת ַהַ ֣ ל שִִׁכְְבַ֣� ַעַ ֖ ה׃ תַַּ֖וַ� ֽ חֲֲַמַּנֶֽ�  ֽ יב לַֽ� ֖ �בִָ֖סָ ל  טַַּ֔הַ�֔ ת  ֣ הָ֙֙תָ שִִׁכְְבַ֣� יְְ ֽ ר הָֽ� ֶקֶ בַֹּ֗בַ�֗ ֑ה וּ חֲֲַמַּנֶ֑�  ֽ ת־הַֽ� ֖ס ֶאֶ ו ַוַתְְּכַ֖� שְְּׂלָ֔�֔ ל ַהַ ַעַ ֣ ב תַַּ֣וַ� ֶרֶ עֶָ֔בָ�֔ י  ֣ ם׃ יְְַוַ�הִ֣ ֽ יכֶֽ� י ה' אֱֱלֵֹהֵ ֥ י אֲֲ�נִ֥ ֛ ם �כִּ֛ עְְַדַתֶּ֕�֕ י ֽ חֶֶם �וִֽ ֑ תִִּשְְׂבְְּעוּ־לָ֑�
ישׁ  ֛ ם �אִ֛ יכֶ֔�֔ ֵתֵ רַ֙֙פַּ ַנַפְְשֹׁ֣�֣ ת מִִסְְ ֶלֶ גַֻֻּלַלְְגֹּ֗�֗ ר  ֶמֶ י אׇׇכְְל֑֑וֹ עֹ֣�֣ ֣ ישׁ לְְ�פִ֣ ֖ נּוּ �אִ֖ ֣ה ה' לִִקְְט֣֣וּ מִִמֶּ֔�֔ ר צִִוָּ֣� ֣ רָ֙֙בָָדַָּהַ אֲֲשֶׁ֣�   ֤ה  ה׃ זֶ֤� ֽ ֖ם לְְאׇׇכְְלָֽ� כֶָ֖לָ� ן ה'  ֧ ר תַָ֧נָ� חֶֶם אֲֲשֶׁ֨�֨ לֶַּ֔הַ�֔ ם ה֣֣וּא  הֵֶ֔לֵ�֔ הֶ֙֙שֶֹׁמֹ אֲֲ  ר  אֶמֶ ֤� ה־ה֑֑וּא יַֹּ֤וַ א דְְָיָע֖֖וּ ַמַ ֥� י לֹ֥ ֛ ן ה֔֔וּא �כִּ֛ ֣ חִִָאָיו֙֙ מָ֣� ל־ ישׁ ֶאֶ ֤ אמְְר֜֜וּ �אִ֤ ֨� ל יַֹּ֨וַ אֵָ֗רָ�֗ י־יִִשְְׂ ֽ בְְנֵֽ�
מְְָשָׁע֣֣וּ  ֹלֹא־ ר׃ וְְ ֶקֶ ד־בֹּֽ�ֽ נּוּ ַעַ ֖ ר מִִמֶּ֖� ֥ ל־יוֹתֵ֥� ישׁ ַאַ ם �אִ֕֕ ֑ הֵֶ֑לֵ� ה אֲֲ ֖ שֶֹׁ֖מֹ� ר  אֶמֶ ֥� טוּ׃ יַֹּ֥וַ ֽ קָָֽלָ� י־אׇׇכְְל֖֖וֹ  ֽ ישׁ לְְ�פִֽ ֥ יר �אִ֥ ֑ חְְֶהֶ�סִ֑ א  ֣� יט לֹ֣ ֖ מְְַמַַּהַ�עִ֖  ה וְְ רְְַמַַּהַבֶּ֔�֔  עְְֶהֶדִִּיף֙֙  א  ֤� ר וְְלֹ֤ ֶמֶ עָֹ֔בָ�֔ דּוּ  מָֹ֣יַָּוַ�֣ יט׃  ֽ מְְַמַַּהַ�עִֽ  ה וְְ ֖ רְְַמַַּהַבֶּ֖�  ֽיִִּלְְקְְט֔֔וּ  � ל וַֽ� ֑ אֵָ֑רָ� ֣י יִִשְְׂ ן בְְּנֵ֣� ֖ עֲֲַיַַּוַשׂוּ־כֵ֖� חוּ׃  ֽ ר בְְּאׇׇהֳֳל֖֖וֹ תִִּקָּֽ� ֥ אֲֲַלַשֶׁ֥�
י  ֣ אוּ֙֙ כׇׇּל־נְְשִִׂיאֵ֣� בָֹ֙יַָּוַ�֙ ד  ֑ חֶָ֑אֶָלָ�  ר  ֶמֶ עָֹ֖הָ�֖ ֥י  ה שְְׁנֵ֥� םֶ֙֙ מִִשְְׁנֶ֔�֔ חֶ קְְט֥֥וּ לֶ֙�֙ ֽ י לָֽ� שִִַּׁהַ�שִּׁ֗֗ וֹם  י  בַַּיּ֣֣ ֣ ס׃ יְְַוַ�הִ֣ ֽ שֶׁמֶ וְְמָָֽנָ�  ֖ שֶַּׁ֖הַ� ם  ֥ י אׇׇכְְל֑֑וֹ וְְחַ֥� ֣ ישׁ כְְּ�פִ֣ ֖ ר �אִ֖ ֶקֶ בַֹּ֔�֔ ר בַּ ֶקֶ בַֹּ֣�֣ תוֹ֙֙ בַּ ה׃ יִִַּוַלְְקְְט֤֤וּ ֹאֹ ֽ שֶֽׁ� ם ֹמֹ ֖ הֵֶ֖לֵ� ף עֲֲ שׁ יִִַּוַקְְצֹ֥�֥ ֑ ים יִִַּוַבְְאַ֑� ֖ �עִָ֖לָ רֻֻ֥�ם תּוֹ ר יַָּ֥וַ� ֶקֶ ד־בֹּ֔�֔ נּוּ֙֙ ַעַ ֙ ים מִִמֶּ֙� ֤ רוּ אֲֲ�שִָׁ֤נָ ה יַּוַוֹ�תִ֨֨ שֶֹׁ֗מֹ�֗ ל־ ֶאֶ
ר  ֖ אֲֲַכַּשֶׁ֖� ר  ֶקֶ בַֹּ֔הַ�֔ ד־ תוֹ֙֙ ַעַ יחוּ ֹאֹ ֤ �נִַּ֤יַַּוַ ר׃  ֶקֶ בַֹּֽהַ�ֽ ד־ ת ַעַ ֶרֶ ֖ ֛ם לְְמִִשְְׁמֶ֖� כֶָ֛לָ� יחוּ  ֧ �נִַּ֧הַ ף  דֵֹ֔עֹ�֔  ֣ תֵ֙֙אֵ כׇׇּל־הָ֣� לוּ וְְ שֵַּׁ֔�֔ שְְַּׁבַלוּ֙֙ בַּ ר־תְְּ ֽ ת אֲֲשֶֽׁ� ֤ פֵ֗֗אֵוּ וְְאֵ֤� ר־ֹתֹּאפ֞֞וּ  ת אֲֲֶשֶׁ ֣ ר אֵ֣� ֑ חָָ֑מָ� ה'  ֽ שֶׁדֶ לַֽ�  בַַּת־קֹ֛�֛ תָ֧֧בַָּשַׁוֹן ַשַׁ  ר ה'  ֣ ר דִִּבֶּ֣� ֣ ם ה֚֚וּא אֲֲשֶׁ֣� הֵֶ֗לֵ�֗ ר אֲֲ אֶמֶ ֣� ה׃ יַֹּ֣וַ ֽ שֶֽׁ� ידוּ לְְֹמֹ ֖ �גִַּ֖יַַּוַ ה  דֵָ֔עֵ�֔  ֽ הָֽ�
ט  ם לִִלְְקֹ֑�֑ ֖ עָָ֖הָ� י צְְָיָא֥֥וּ מִִן־ שְְַּׁהַבִִי�עִ֔֔ וֹם  ֽיְְהִִי֙֙ בַַּיּ֣֣ � הְְֶיֶה־בּֽֽוֹ׃ וַֽ� ֽ א �יִֽ ֥� ת לֹ֥ ֖ בַָּ֖שַׁ� י  ֛ שְְַּׁהַבִִי�עִ֛ וֹם  יַּ֧בַ֧ הוּ וּ ֑ ים תִִּלְְקְְ�טֻ֑ ֖ ת �מִָ֖יָ ֶשֶׁ ֥ ה׃ שֵׁ֥� ֽ דֶָֽשַָּׂ�  הוּ בַּ ֖ �אָֻ֖צָ א תִִמְְ ֥� יַּ֕֕הַוֹם לֹ֥ וֹם ַלַ ה'  יַּ֖הַ֖ ת  ֥ בַָּ֥שַׁ� י־ ֽ יַּ֔֔הַוֹם �כִּֽ ֣הוּ  הֶ֙֙שֶֹׁמֹ אִִכְְ�לֻ֣  ר  אֶמֶ ֤� ה בּֽֽוֹ׃ יַֹּ֤וַ יְְָתָ ֥ ֹלֹא־הָ֥� ה  ֖ ישׁ וְְרִִמָּ֖� א הִִבְְ�אִ֔֔ ֣� ה וְְלֹ֣ ֑ שֶֹׁ֑מֹ� ֣ה  צִִוָּ֣�
ם  ֖ עָָ֖הָ� י׃ יִִַּוַשְְׁבְְּת֥֥וּ  ֽ שְְַּׁהַבִִי�עִֽ וֹם  יַּ֥֥ מֹ֖֖קֹוֹ בַּ ישׁ מִִמְְּ ֛ א �אִ֛ ֵצֵ ל־יֵ֥� יו ַאַ חְְַתַּתָּ֗�֗ ישׁ  ֣ יִִם שְְׁב֣֣וּ  �אִ֣ ֑ חֶֶם יוֹמָ֑� ֣ י לֶ֣� ֖ שִִַּׁהַ�שִּׁ֖ וֹם  יַּ֥֥ ֛ם בַּ כֶָ֛לָ� ן  ֥ תֵֹ֥נֹ� ן ה֣֣וּא  ל־כֵּ֠�֠ תָ֒֒בַָּשַַּׁהַ ַעַ   ֣ם  כֶָ֣לָ� ן  ֣ י־ה' תַָ֣נָ� ֽ י׃ רְְא֗֗וּ �כִּֽ ֽ תָֹֽרֹ� י וְְתוֹ ֖ תַֺ֖וֺ� ר מִִצְְ ם לִִשְְׁמֹ֥�֥ נְְַאַתֶּ֔�֔  ֽ הָ֙֙נָ מֵֽ� ד־אָ֙�֙ ה ַעַ ֑ שֶֹׁ֑מֹ� ל־ ר ה' ֶאֶ אֶמֶ ֥� אוּ׃ יַֹּ֥וַ ֽ צָָֽמָ� א  ֖� וְְלֹ֖
םֶ֙֙כֶ  תְְֶאֶ לְְתִִּי  ֤ אֱֱֶהֶכַ֤� ר  חֶֶם אֲֲשֶׁ֨�֨ לֶַּ֗הַ�֗ ת־ ן ׀ יִִרְְא֣֣וּ ֶאֶ ַעַ ֣ ֑ם לְְמַ֣� יכֶ֑� ֵתֵֹרֹֹדֹ  ת לְְ ֶרֶ ֖ נּוּ לְְמִִשְְׁמֶ֖� רֶ֙֙מֶ֙ מִִמֶּ֔�֔  עָֹ֙הָ� א  ֤� ֣ה ה' מְְלֹ֤ ר צִִוָּ֣� ֣ רָ֙֙בָָדַָּהַ אֲֲשֶׁ֣�   ֤ה  ה זֶ֤� שֶֹׁ֗מֹ�֗ ר  אֶמֶ ֣� שׁ׃ יַֹּ֣וַ ֽ ת בִִּדְְבָֽ� ֥ פִִַּצַי�חִ֥ עְְַטַמ֖֖וֹ כְְּ ן וְְ בָָ֔לָ�֔ דַ֙֙גַּ  ע  ַרַ֤�  ן וְְה֗֗וּא כְְּזֶ֤� ֑ ת־שְְׁמ֖֖וֹ מָ֑� ל ֶאֶ ֛ אֵָ֛רָ� ית־יִִשְְׂ ֽ י׃ יִִַּוַקְְרְְא֧֧וּ בֵֽ� ֽ שְְַּׁהַבִִ�עִֽ וֹם  יַּ֥֥ בַּ
ת׃  ֶרֶ ֽ ת לְְמִִשְְׁמָֽ� ֖ �דֵֻ֖עֵָהָ  ֥י  ן לִִפְְנֵ֥� הֲֲַאַרֹ֛�֛ הוּ  ֧ נִִַּיַַּוַיחֵ֧� ה  ֑ שֶֹׁ֑מֹ� ל־ ֥ה ה' ֶאֶ ר צִִוָּ֥� ֛ אֲֲַכַּשֶׁ֛� ם׃  ֽ יכֶֽ� ֵתֵֹרֹֹדֹ  ת לְְ ֶרֶ ֖ ֣י ה' לְְמִִשְְׁמֶ֖� תוֹ֙֙ לִִפְְנֵ֣� ֤ח ֹאֹ נַַּ֤הַ� ן וְְ ֑ ר מָ֑� ֶמֶ עָֹ֖הָ�֖ א־ ֽ� ה מְְלֹֽ ָמָּ ֥ ן־שָׁ֥� ת וְְֶתֶ חַַ֔אַ�֔ ֶנֶת  ֣ ח צִִנְְצֶ֣� ן קַ֚�֚ הֲֲַאַרֹ֗�֗ ל־ ֽ ה אֶֽ� שֶֹׁ֜מֹ�֜ ר  אֶמֶ ֨� יִִם׃ יַֹּ֨וַ ֽ ץ מִִצְְרָֽ� ֶרֶ ֥ אֵֶ֥מֵ� ֖ם  תְְֶאֶכֶ֖� י  ֥ ר בְְּהוֹצִִי�אִ֥ בַַּמִִּדְְבָּ֔�֔

ה הֽֽוּא. ֖ יפָ֖� ֵאֵָהָ ית  ֥ ר עֲֲשִִׂ�רִ֥ ֶמֶ עָֹ֕הָ�֕ ן׃ וְְ ַעַ ֽ ץ כְְּנָֽ� ֶרֶ ֥ ה אֶ֥� ֖ ל־קְְצֵ֖� ם ֶאֶ אָֹ֕בֹּ�֕ ד־ כְְל֔֔וּ ַעַ ֽ ןָ֙֙מַָּהַ אָֽ�  ת־ ת ֶאֶ ֶבֶ ֑ ץ נוֹשָׁ֑� ֶרֶ ֣ ל־אֶ֣� ם ֶאֶ ֖ אָֹ֖בֹּ� ד־ ה ַעַ נָָ֔שָׁ�֔ ים  ֣ �עִָ֣בָּ רְְַאַ ןָ֙֙מַָּהַ   ת־ כְְל֤֤וּ ֶאֶ ֽ ל אָֽ� אֵָ֗רָ�֗ ֣י יִִשְְׂ וּבְְנֵ֣�

2 ספר תשבץ טקן סימן רנו - "ירושלמי כל האומר פרשת המן בכל יום מובחט הוא שלא יתמעטו מזונותיו ואני ערב."

PARSHAS BESHALACH

The Parnasah Challenge
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One of the reasons people claim they don’t learn Torah is because they have parnasah challenges, that they have to 
take care of their parnasah. Now the question a person has to always ask himself is: What came first? What’s the horse 
and what’s the carriage? Did the parnasah challenges come first, or did your weakness of commitment to Torah come 
first? Hashem says: “I’m challenging your parnasah to see if you will go in the ways of My Torah. Will you learn or will 
you not learn? Will you commit yourself to Torah?”

Now, the Kli Yakar says that there are two ta’anos that people have to explain why they can’t learn Torah. One is that 
they don’t have parnasah. And the shaylah is, if a person commits himself to Hashem, the first question a person has to 
ask himself is: Why are you worried? No one has a difficult time every day of his life. So when you had good times, did 
you ever work on preparing yourself for this challenge? As a young, newly married couple, did you strengthen yourself?  
Most couples who get married have no da’agos of parnasah right in the beginning. They’re like bachurim or unmarried 
girls. Have you ever seen a bachur worry about parnasah? No. Oh, I’ve seen greedy bachurim who wanted more: They 
wanted another piece of pizza. They wanted the biggest shtick in the pie, so they tried to manipulate their situation and 
get themselves some extra dough. But have you ever seen a bachur with financial worries? I never saw that.

Now the funny thing is, the bachur should be the first one to worry because most of the parents always complain to 
me about how little money they have. I’m sure they don’t just tell it to me. They tell it to their kids, too. And to squeeze $1 
out of them is like squeezing dollars out of pressed grapes. So how come the kid is not worried? You know why? Because 
the kid trained himself to rely on his parents. And that’s the biggest mistake, because the second he relies on the parents, 
that source will have to go. It will have to come to an end. If a person relies on his parents, that will have to come to an 
end. You know why? Because the whole purpose of parnasah is to realize it is coming from Hashem and to make a person 
have bitachon and be reliant on Hashem. That’s what Hashem wants. He’s training you. He’s testing you.

Now, if you’re smart, when you’re a bachur, you tell Hashem, “Hashem, I’m relying on You. It’s from You. It’s לחם מן 
 bread from heaven. The fact that You give it to me via my parents, baruch Hashem, that’s only the conduit. That’s ,השמים
not the source.”

WORRY RESTRICTS PARNASAH

Here’s a yungerman that gets married, and his in-laws or his parents help him out a little. In the beginning, they’re 
living it up. They get a nice little car and they set up shop in the house, like a playhouse. They go buy what they want. Then, 
as they get more kids and the in-laws say, “Time is up already.” Now, all of a sudden, their whole source of income is gone. 
They never prepared themselves for real life.

Now, most people think: “You know what that means? They should have taken a course.” They think: “Maybe they sat 
in kollel for too long. They should have taken classes. They’ve got to get a trade, or do some other hishtadlus.” No! That is 
not the way to go. What you have to do is build yourself up through your bitachon. That’s the first thing you have to do. 
You have to realize that anything that you have is a gift from Hashem and no one else. Hashem is going to test every one 
of you. I wonder how many people failed the test and said to Hashem, “I’m now going to work,” and Hashem will some 
day show them that they failed the test. If they would have had the right bitachon, it would have been taken care of. But 
everybody says, “We can’t rely on that;that’s a nes.”

I think today parents are a nes. I see so many poor parents starting their kids off in their lives with support right after 
they said they don’t have a penny. All of a sudden, when push came to shove, Hashem gave them money and they came 
up with the money. 

How could parents afford tuition? It’s a very big expense. (Others don’t pay, and not because they have bitachon. 
They don’t have bitachon. They take care of themselves. If they had the bitachon in Hashem, they would be able to pay.) 
Because people have worries and they don’t think about Hashem, and that itself becomes their greatest impediment.

TO WANT TO LIVE WITH BITACHON

The first thing you have to tell yourselves and your children is that Hashem gives parnasah to each and every 
individual, b’hashgachah…it’s supervised. He gives parnasah by personal delivery for each and every person. Tell your 
child: “What we have is good. It’s enough for us.” So he’ll say, “How come we don’t have parnasah?” You say, “It’s none of 
your business. You’re going to have parnasah, mein kind, because Hashem is going to give you parnasah. If you’re going 
to trust in Hashem, Hashem will give you parnasah.”

A person has to be mechazek himself in this area. Ask: “Why am I not getting parnasah?” The reason is…maybe 
you don’t have bitachon. So people say, “Oh I worked on that.” You know when you worked on it? After you have already 
failed the course; after years of forgetting about Hashem, and not relying on Hashem, and not training yourself to rely on 
Hashem, all of a sudden, you woke up and it was a little late. You forgot Hashem for many years. For many, many years, 
you forgot all about Hashem. All of a sudden, you woke up one day and you said, “Okay, Hashem, I heard about emunah 
and bitachon; okay, I trust You now. Give me the money.” 

I once asked my Rebbi (R’ Meir Halevi Soloveichik) about his father (R’ Yitzchok Zev HaLevi Soloveitchik, the 
Brisker Rav) and bitachon. He said, “My father was a ba’al bitachon. We’re not. My father was a ba’al bitachon.” And he 
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proceeded to tell me stories, amazing stories. His father was running a kollel where he had to pay the yungerleit every 
single Rosh Chodesh. He never went collecting, but he always worried about the money. And then was boteach in Hashem 
and Hashem brought him the money. One time, a fellow decided to do the Brisker Rav a favor. He figured, “The Brisker 
Rav has to worry every month about getting parnasah. I’m going to help him.” That person decided he’s going to put a 
whole bunch of money in the bank, and the Brisker Rav will have his income from the interest. He’ll have an endowment 
fund, as they call it, and he’ll have nothing to worry about.

If somebody would offer that to me, if someone would say, “Rabbi Brog, I’m going to put $10 million in the bank. 
You’ll have a few thousand dollars a month to live on.” I probably would jump on it. Kiss the guy. Hug the guy.

You know what the Brisker Rav said? “Absolutely not.” That means he thought about it and said, “Hashem is offering 
me a phenomenal opportunity.” Maybe he could have thought it was a reward for his tremendous bitachon. He had 
tremendous bitachon in Hashem. You know what the Brisker Rav decided? That it was a test. He said, “I could take the 
money, but I’ll never again have bitachon in Hashem. Or I could not take the money, and continue having bitachon in 
Hashem and getting the money the same way I got it until now, with bitachon.” He said, “I’m not going to give up my 
mitzvah of bitachon or my opportunity of bitachon just to have a little less worry.” You know why he said that? Because 
bitachon also gave him menuchas hanefesh. We don’t have any bitachon like that.

That to me was mind blowing. I’ve thought about that story lots of times. If Hashem would give me this challenge, 
what would I do? I have no doubt what I would do. That’s why Hashem didn’t give me the challenge. I would fail the test 
on the spot. I would never have to worry about bitachon again. I would say, “Hashem, bitachon was great while it lasted. 
But now…I don’t need it, thanks.”

NORMAL LIFE VS. CRAZY STORIES

Imagine a child whose mother would come to him and say, “My son, you never know how long your parents are going 
to be alive. You never know how long I’m going to be able to provide for you, to feed you. You never know what tomorrow 
is going to be. I’ll tell you what I’m going to do. I bought five freezers. I’m going to stack them with suppers for the next few 
years. I have closets. I’m going to stock them with clothes. I’m going to try to figure out how big your shoes will be, how big 
your pants will be, how big your shirts will be — depending on how many of my suppers you eat. I’m going to decide that 
and put everything in the freezers and the closets.” Do you think most people would appreciate that? Most people would 
say, “Ma, are you nuts? Are you crazy? What are you doing?” “I’m just making sure.” No one wants that. No one wants to 
eat old food. No one wants to have some old clothes. This is crazy stuff.

The gemara3 says that if a person has enough to eat for today and he worries about what tomorrow is going to bring, 
he has to know he is mi’ketanei emunah, he’s lacking in his emunah. Because if we believe that Hashem is going to feed 
me every single day of my life and He has done so until now, I have no reason to believe that He won’t continue to do so.

You know, if a guy who was in the Holocaust would tell me he’s worried about food, I would understand. There was a 
Yid over here who once came to my house; there were rotten fruits with all kinds of flies. He said, “Can I please have it?” I 
said, “It’s garbage. You don’t touch that stuff.” He said, “Please? Can I have it?” I asked him, “What’s the pshat?” He was 
a chashuveh person. He said, “You were not in the Holocaust. This is like a delicacy to me.” A delicacy, rotten fruit! Now, 
some people can’t even touch fresh fruit. But to that old Yid, that was a delicacy, rotten bananas, rotten apples. Oh, don’t 
ask. By him that was a delicacy.

You have to tell your child and yourself that you have food in the refrigerator, not because your husband has a job. I 
never suffered one day in my life without food. The only way I had it was from Hashem. Do you know people who didn’t 
have food for days in their life? Have you ever gone a day without having food in your life? Does anybody here know 
somebody like that? Did you ever go a day in your life without food? No, you can be sure about that. The world would have 
heard about it. There’s no such thing. But as you read some of these stories, you start to believe from these crazy stories, 
“Maybe this is the norm?” But when you look around you, it doesn’t happen; it’s just a nutty story. The ‘regular’ story is, 
everybody has a roof over their head. Everybody has food. Everybody has a bed. It is unbelievable how many people have 
a normal life and are okay.

I knew a person, a rosh yeshivah, who was very, very poor. I felt terrible for him. At one point, I was a very good friend 
of his oldest child, perhaps he was my best friend at that period in time. The situation at home was dire, they slept in army 
cots. They got army cots that the army threw out, that’s what they slept on. I mean, the house looked terrible, like a ruin, 
a churvah. They had lots of  kids. They slept two in the bed. I mean, lechatchilah two in the bed. One day, people in the 
yeshivah decided it’s not bekavodik. It’s a bizayon for the yeshivah, a disgrace. They got the rosh yeshivah to go away. 
They repainted the whole place. They threw out all the beds, got rid of all the furniture. They redid the house, furniture 
and all. He came home and was very upset. He said he wants it all back. “The paint you can’t take off a wall, but I want it 
all back.” He said, “The reason why I don’t have it is not because I can’t have it. I don’t want it. I don’t need it.”

3 סוטה מח: "…תניא רבי אליעזר הגדול אומר כל מי שיש לו פת בסלו ואומר מה אוכל למחר אינו אלא מטקני אמנה והיינו דאמר ר' אלעזר מאי דכתיב )זכריה ד י( "כי מי בז ליום טקנות" מי גרם לצדיקים 

שיתבזבז שולחנן לעתיד לבא טקנות שהיה בהן שלא האמינו בהקב"ה וכו" 
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That’s a different story. If a person is in that class, that’s a different story. I’m talking about regular people. Everybody 
thought he was a nebach. I thought he was a nebach. I was shocked when I heard that story. 

HASHEM’S CARE FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL

A person has to know that this is exactly how we have to live our lives. Every single one of us. Hashem is doeg, 
Hashem takes care.  And if you thought about how much Hashem is doeg - Ah! I make a cheshbon every week and calculate 
how many fruits did Hashem provide me with this week. How many types of fruit? How many avocados did Hashem give 
me this week? The last few weeks, there has been a fancy store that’s been having a sale on avocados. The price of avocados 
jumped up last year. A lot of the fields were destroyed. But there’s a store that has the best avocados and they are running 
this kind of sale for 50 cents an avocado, I don’t understand why. Hashem is mazmin to me, about seven to ten avocados a 
week. That means Hashem decided this year, on Rosh Hashanah: “I’m going to provide for you, Yisroel Brog. I’m going to 
give you avocados.” That’s such a chessed - to think about my diet to such an nth degree. He could give me a few dollars. 
“Go buy what you want.” Hashem would have said to me, “I have to give you avocados? What kind of meshugas is that?” 

You have to see Hashem’s hand in every single thing. You got some honey tangerines? You got some clementines this 
week? Hashem gave that to you straight in the pocket, and He writes your name on each package. You can’t read it. You 
have to have one of those machines, scanners. If you had a scanner, you could see it says “Brog” on it. It says it for each 
one of the family. This goes to Mrs. so-and-so. This goes to Mr. so-and-so. This goes to this child. This goes to that child. 
This goes to that one. This goes to this one. That’s how a person has to look at it.

HAIR-RAISING REALIZATION

There is a moradigeh Medrash Tanchuma in Parshas Tazria.4 It tells a story about a kohen who would check negaim. 
When people had negaim, a kind of plague on their house or their clothes, they would come to the kohen. And this fellow 
was struggling with parnasah. He decided he’s going to travel to chutz la’aretz and make some parnasah. So it says 
kara le’ishto, he called his wife, and he said to her: “Listen, people come to me all the time to check their negaim, so it’s 
difficult for me to get a job. I can’t keep a job. People are always knocking on the door with negaim.” I didn’t realize it 
was that common. He tells his wife, “Let me teach you how to check negaim. If you see a guy’s hair, if the hair dried up at 
the source, you should know that this guy has been smitten with negaim, because,” he said to his wife, “every single hair, 
Hashem creates with its own wellspring, its own source, a follicle. The hair comes out of a little well-spring, a little well of 
nourishment. It comes out of a follicle. Hashem keeps it moist, and when Hashem decides its time is up, it dries up. Now 
you know what to say, and I’m going to chutz la’aretz to make some serious money for us.”

His wife said to him, “My dear husband,” she says, “if Hashem created for every single hair on a human body its own 
ma’ayan, its own wellspring from where the hair gets its nourishment, so what about you? You’re a human being; how 
many hairs do you have in your head? How many hairs do you have? And how many hairs in your children? And every one 
of those hairs has an absolute wellspring where that hair individually gets sustained from.” She says, “Do you not think 
Hashem could give you parnasah right here? Do you think there’s no wellspring for your parnasah?” He thought it over 
and he said, “I’m not going to chutz la’aretz.”

HE IS THE ONE WHO GIVES

Most people see bills and expenses as being theirs. You have to realize that every challenge and every expense that 
a person has is not theirs. That is Hashem giving it to you. And Hashem knew about it before you knew about it. And 
Hashem is going to want to see: Do you believe that Hashem knew about it? That’s why it says יהבך ה’  על   put on ,השלך 
Hashem your peckel; your burden, put it on Hashem (Tehillim 55:23).

Now you would think that today a family that has ten to fifteen kids would never survive. It’s not that uncommon 
among frum families today to have ten kids. If you would ask the United States government how much does that family 
need to be sustained, including tuitions in private schools, the numbers would come to astronomic numbers. Astronomic!

I once knew a person who didn’t have any children. I suggested to him that when he comes to the Next World it’s 
going to be a very lonely existence. He didn’t have children because he chose not to have children. I said, “You’re going to 
pull your hair out of your head. You’re going to regret this like you never regretted anything else.” I told him, “Now you’re 
too old to have kids, but raise a boy and raise a girl. Support two kids. They won’t keep you up at night; all you’ll have is 
nachas. You’ll support these children and you’ll have zechusim as if you were megadel them.” I said, “I’m going to find 
you a boy and a girl who I think are going to be superstars.” And I chose two kids. I said, “It has to be completely in your 
cheshbon - you pay everything.”  They both grew up to be superstars.

Now it’s years later, and they’re mamash outstanding. Each one of them is outstanding. They’re mamash dedicated to 
Hashem with all their hearts. That would have been an investment for him. I was shocked that the parents, who were also 
4תנחומא תזריע ו :"מעשה בכהן אחד שהיה רואה את הנגעים. מטה ידו, בקש לצאת לחוצה לארץ. קרא לאשתו אמר לה: בשביל שבני אדם רגילין לבא אצלי לראות את הנגעים, קשה עלי לצאת מעליהם. 

אלא בואי ואני מלמדך שתהא רואה את הנגעים. אם ראית שערו של אדם שיבש המעין שלו, תהא יודעת שלקה לפי שכל שער ושער ברא לו הקדוש ברוך הוא מעין בפני עצמו שיהא שותה ממנו; יבש המעין, 
יבש השער. אמרה לו אשתו: ומה אם כל שער ושער, ברא לו הקדוש ברוך הוא מעין בפני עצמו שיהא שותה ממנו - אתה שאתה בן אדם, כמה שערות יש בך, ובניך מתפרנסין על ידך, לא כל שכן שיזמן 

לך הקדוש ברוך הוא פרנסה. לפיכך לא הניחה אותו לצאת חוצה לארץ  ,וכו'"
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talmidei chachamim, were maskim. I told the man, “Hashem is giving you this opportunity.” And he did it; he did it for a 
relatively short time, until it started getting expensive. You know what he said? “I can’t afford it.” He could have afforded 
it. He didn’t want to afford it. I told him, “This is the mistake of your lifetime...I’m not losing anything out of this. But for 
you, I want you to know it’s the mistake of your lifetime.” What a fool! For a few pennies! He said, “I didn’t know raising 
kids is that expensive. How does everybody do it?” I said, “Hashem.”  That’s what you have to train yourself to know.

EACH PERSON’S UNIQUE TEST AND HOW TO RESPOND

Now you have to realize the Rabeinu Bachaye (Shemos 16:4) says that the whole ikar nisayon that Hashem tests 
people in parnasah is kedei lefarsem es ha’emunah; the whole purpose why Hashem gives a person a challenge in 
the area of parnasah is because Hashem wants to publicize emunah.5 Hashem doesn’t need this test for Himself; he 
knows where you’re holding. But you don’t know where you are holding. He wants to let people in the world know what 
they don’t know. Hashem gives the ashir money - says Rabeinu Bachaye - because he wants to know how he’s going to 
conduct himself with his wealth and with this kindness that Hashem bestowed upon him. Will he give charity or will he 
not give charity? And regarding the ani, the poor person - will he accept his poverty

and will his yiras Hashem not become weakened? Or will he resent Hashem, chas veshalom? You hear that? That’s a 
person’s challenge.

Here is a person who, nebach, went through his whole life always worried about money. That was his state of life. 
He heard it from his parents. He heard it from this one and that one. He went through all this suffering. He’s going 
to come to the Next World and he’s going to think, “Wow, I’m going to get a lot of sechar for my yesurim.” You know 
what Hashem is going to say? “Wrong answer.” He’s going to ask him, “What do you think you’re entitled to? Lots of 
sechar? Average sechar? Or below-average sechar?” I’m sure the mother and the father will say, “What we suffered all 
these years, my husband was learning in kollel and this and that, I’m sure we’ll get big sechar, loads of sechar, for the 
suffering, for the sacrifice, for the mesiras nefesh.” Hashem is going to say, “No. You’re wrong. You failed the test! You 
never stopped making Me look bad. You always complained.” On your lips was one song that you sang over and over and 
over: “yesh li da’agah - I have worries.” Instead of singing “Da’agah Minayin - Why Worry”, you sang yesh li da’agah, 
yesh li da’agah, yesh li da’agah. All day long you were singing that tune. You taught those zemiros to your kid. Your kid 
sang it. You know what happened because of that? Your kid said, “One thing I’m not doing; I’m not going to sit and learn. 
I didn’t come here to do mesiras nefesh. What am I, Yitzchak Avinu at the akeidah? That’s not me.” You forfeited every 
single opportunity, the whole purpose of you being in this world. You’re going to have to come back again to this world 
and Hashem is going to give you a repeat and He’s going to say, “Let’s see how you take it now.”

The whole purpose of parnasah is לא אם  בתורתי  הילך  אנסנו   Hashem is challenging us. That’s the sugyah of 6.למען 
parnasah, to be challenged. How should we respond? The first basic level is to thank Hashem for everything you do 
have. Be exceedingly thankful for everything you do have, and realize that for Hashem to give you a little more is no big 
deal, because He gives you so much already. To give you a little more is no big deal, mamash no big deal. And then you 
tell yourself, “Hashem, I’m going to accept what You decided for me. You know better than me what I need and what I 
don’t need. Hashem, I’m not going to budge; I never lacked all my life. I’m not going to shake. I’m not going to weaken.” 
And that’s what you tell yourself and you tell your children and you acquire what’s called a Torah mind toward your 
parnasah.

HASHEM’S BILLS AND SOLUTIONS
They say, “Oh, I got lucky. I got lucky. I went to a Chinese auction.” My Rebbetzin used to run a Chinese auction 

for many years, and every year, we would always be nispo’el how there were certain people who needed money and they 
would win. It was either that or the very rich who won everything, all the big prizes. I remember one time a guy came in 
and he put in (lottery tickets) for plane tickets for Eretz Yisrael that had a value of $1,000. The guy bought tickets to the 
value of $1800. He could have bought tickets to Eretz Yisrael for that price, but he wanted to give the mossad tzedakah. 
He was sure he would win. I was there when he put the money in. He said, “I’m going to win it. You have any safek?” 
I said, “I’m not sure. I don’t know. I’m not picking out the tickets. If I’m picking the tickets out I can tell you if you’re 
going to win or not. I’m not picking them out. My wife picks them out.” Then this lady comes and says, “My daughter 
needs to go to Eretz Yisrael. I need to have money for a ticket.” She put in one simple ticket and she won. I remember 
thinking, “Isn’t that unbelievable?” Another poor couple who wanted to go to Eretz Yisrael. Hashem gave them the 
money. Hashem does these things; that’s what a person has to realize.  And if you realize this, your life will become much 
easier instead of living a life of worries. If Hashem gave you a bill, do you think Hashem doesn’t know about the bill? Do 
you think Hashem doesn’t know about the expense? Hashem wants to see: do you understand it to be your bill or is it 
Hashem’s bill? If it’s your bill, you’re going to be up the creek without a paddle.

5 ודע שעיקר הנסיון שהקב"ה מנסה את בריותיו הוא כדי לפרסם את האמונה באשר הוא יתברך גומל את הצדיקים ומעניש את עוברי רצונו ואין הנסיון צריך לעצמו יתברך כי הוא יודע תעלומות לב, אבל 

הוא להודיע לבריות העולם שאינן יודעים, ומטעם זה מנסה הקב"ה את הצדיקים שנאמר )תהילים י״א:ה׳( ה' צדיק יבחן כדי שיתפרסם מזה גודל חיוב העבודה בעמדו על הנסיון ומצינו ג"כ שהקב"ה מנסה 
לכל בני אדם העשירים והעניים על דרך השכר והעונש, מנסה את העשיר היאך יתנהג בעשרו ובטובה שהשפיעו אם יתן צדקה אם לא, גם את העני אם יסבול עניו ורישו שלא יחליש ממנו חכ יראתו או 
אם יבעט בו, ואין צריך לומר הנפש בגוף שהיא באה בתוכו לנסיון כדי לנסות את האדם אם ימשיך גופו אחר עצת נפשו או ימשיך נפשו אחר תאוות גופו, ובכל הענינים האלה אשר האדם מתנסה בהם 

תתפרסם לבריות אמונת התורה בעונש ושכר ויתקדש שם שמים בעולם ויכירו שכר העבודה והמצוה שהוא יתברך גומל את האדם או מענישו בעוה"ז ובעוה"ב הכל לפי המעשים.
ֹלֹא. תִִָרָי אִִם  תוֹ ךְ ּבְּ נּוּ הֲֲֵלֵֵיֵ ן אֲֲּסֶַּנַ ַעַַמַ יוֹמוֹ לְְ ר יוֹם ּבְּ ַבַּדְּ קְְטוּ  ם וְְָלָ ָעָָהָ א  יִִָמָׁשַָּׁהַם וְְָצָָיָ   חֶֶם מִִן  ֶכֶָלָם ֶלֶ מְְַמַטִִיר  ה הִִנְְנִִי  ׁשֶֹׁמֹ ל  ר ה' ֶאֶ ּיַֹּוַאֶמֶ 6שמות טז ד- 
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THE TEST OF HAVING GREAT WEALTH

Just because a person is wealthy doesn’t mean he has it easy. It’s a very big nisayon to be wealthy. You know why? 
You think it’s easy to have bitachon and emunah in Hashem when you’re wealthy? Most people that I see who have wealth 
take the credit for it. They walk around with airs. They walk around haughty. My friend, there’s nothing special about 
you; Hashem chose to test you with a couple of dollars. And most of them failed the test. Most of them failed it.

Here is a person who is very wealthy, he gave a lot of charity, and then his kids were yoresh his money and they 
talk about how much charity their father gave. But they don’t give that kind of charity. The grandkids hope there will be 
something left for them. They give much less. They always talk about it. Some rich people love to talk about how much 
tzedakah they give. 

I’ll never forget there was one man who was very hard to reach, very tough. I was at a simchah with him, and his 
accountant was there. The guy was saying, “It’s 11 o’clock. People are waiting at my door. I never have any peace.” I said, 
“Why don’t you make a special time for kabalas kahal when people could come to your house? That’s what successful 
people did. And people would know when to come. But you’re playing this cat and mouse game with them all day long.” 
He said, “But I give so much tzedakah.” His accountant was right there. I turned to the gvir and I said: “Do you mind if 
I ask your accountant a question?” “What do you want to know?” I said, “I don’t want to know numbers. I’d like to know 
what percentage he gives to tzedakah?” The guy said, “I give and I give and I give.” I said, “I want to ask what percentage.” 
I said, “Does he give 30%?” “No.” “Does he give 20%?” “No.” “15%?” “No.” “10%?” “No.” “8%?” “No.” I said, “What would 
you say it is?” He said, “I’d say between 1.5 and 2%.” I turned to the guy and said, “Have a nice day. You’re a cheapskate. 
I want to tell you something. A mechutzaf. Hashem gives you such brachah and you give between 1.5 and 2%?” He didn’t 
pass no test. He failed the test. No emunah. No bitachon. Hashem was testing him. He might have thought he was getting 
away. He was riding a nice, big, fat car over here. He thought, “Gevaldig. I have a great life.” When he’s going to be driving 
in Gehinom, he’s going to hope he gets one of those little red wagons to drive. I’d make him walk around.

A person has to realize this and has to understand. Strengthen yourself. Be mechazek yourself so that you build up 
your emunah and pass this course. It’s the longest course in a person’s life. Pass it. 

It is really important to develop a strong Torah outlook on parnasah because it is a test that runs 
throughout our life and has eternal repercussions. By default, we tend to complain that we don’t have enough 
income and we worry about what will be in the future. The worst thing about worrying is that it undermines 
the work we are doing to build our bitachon. At the same time, through worry, we limit what Hashem will 
send us. The Torah approach to parnasah is that it is a divinely designed test to see how we will keep learning 
Torah and serving Hashem. Hashem wants us to realize that the whole purpose of toil in parnasah is to grow 
our bitachon and rely on Hashem. We must teach ourselves and our children to actively trust in Hashem and 
that is how Hashem will give us parnasah. This week I will (bli neder) invest in my Torah outlook on parnasah as 
follows: (1) I will thank Hashem for everything I have, and (2) I will work on acceptance and say, “Hashem, I 
accept the portion in life that You decided for me. I will not let it weaken my yiras Hashem!”

In Conclusion
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