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@%THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF OUR SHEVATIM%%%V

YOSEF AND HIS BROTHERS WERE COMPLETE TZADDIKIM

In parshas Vayeishev we learn of an encounter between Yosef and his brothers.

If you look into the wording, the Torah says that they were jealous of him. They hated him, and so on and so forth.
The Torah uses very strong language. Most of us learned this in yeshiva or when we were little boys, and we decided that
this was a major fight between the brothers, the 1p *vaw, a very sad, tragic episode.

But we have to learn how to view this episode through mature, Torah eyes. The first thing you have to know and
place before you, are the words of the great and holy Ramban. The Ramban says the following: “All of the stories that are
written about our holy forefathers, including the shevatim, none of them are to be understood in simplistic terms, as if
they happened with other people.” He writes like this: 772n> awna 773 nipat 7Inn awyi 937, everything was done out of great
attachment, a deep commitment to Hashem. And whatever the Torah views as a chet is only according to their exalted,
holy madreiga, a level that human beings cannot even grasp or fathom. But from our perspective, we have to know this: If
we would understand this episode, we would conclude that it’s not a axs, it’s not even a defect, but rather a n5vn.

You hear this amazing Ramban? You would view this act of Yosef and his brothers as a n%yn? To give you a little
insight, before the Ramban there was a Midrash Rabbah Parshas Nasso (13:18) which says as follows: “The episode
that occured with the great 7p *vaw and which concluded with the sale of Yosef Hatzaddik, you might think would never
transpire, unless they were reshaim in other actions and deeds in their lives.” If you would show me some brothers who
sold off a brother, I would think these are mamash the real mafia. I would think these guys must be, who knows what.
So, zugt the Midrash, no, it’s not true. 073yn Xvn 079 X2 ®DY 17 03 P78 X7X, “They were completely righteous, authentic
tzaddikim, and they never sinned in their lives.” That’s a quote from the Midrash for you. They never did a o7wn xun,
forever and from ever. How can you say that?!

Shimon, Reuven, you read the stories of their lives, and Chazal tell us they never, ever sinned. The Midrash brings a
rayah. from the the pasuk later on, 1nx R v>x 1787, “and each man said to his brother, ‘but we are guilty.”

They were analyzing what they had done. When they suffered, the brothers started thinking: Why are we enduring
this suffering? Why did they have this gesheft in Mitzrayim, getting caught in Mitzrayim?

They couldn’t find anything else but the story of Yosef. There wasn’t one episode in their life they could attribute this
to other than Mechiras Yosef. That means they never even did bitul Torah!

When Yosef told them “al tirgazu baderech,” Rashi says it meant: Don’t get too involved in Torah.? There was nothing
else they did in their lives. They were completely engrossed in the da’as of Hashem.

SELLING YOSEF WAS A ZECHUS FOR THE BROTHERS

Chazal tell us, on1x 71, because of this one episode that transpired, the Torah is actually bringing out their praise.
This was their only avon. And you should know, says the Midrash, the mechiras Yosef was actually a zechus for them.
When they did it, they didn’t do it with any bad intentions. It was considered an act of merit for them.

That’s why it brought about the reign of Yosef Hatzaddik. Because it was a good deed. He says that a bad deed could
never have brought about positive results like that Yosef Hatzaddik should end up being the melech of Mitzrayim and
paving the way in the future for the Yidden to come to Mitzrayim. And it was a zechus for the Shevatim and for their
families, that because they sold him and he became a king, they had enough food to sustain them in the days of hunger.
You know why? Listen to what the Midrash says: *xa1 >1> %y 151 123731, Hashem brings about zechusim, merits, through
meritorious people and meritorious acts. That’s why it says in Parsha Naso the words: n1up nx%n. They were full of nqp,
such beautiful, fragrant, tremendous tzaddikim. It’s very hard for us to think this way, it almost seems like an error. I
don’t know what it was exactly, but Hashem made it happen. And Hashem didn’t get angry at them. Hashem didn’t fault
them. We know from Chazal that Hashem joined them in this decision, the beis din, (that Yosef was chayiv misa).
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If it would have been a 77172y nwyn and a xvn qwyn, do you think Hashem would have joined them in their beis din when
they judged Yosef? Unbelievable! When it says in the pasuk that Yosef told ¥17 w5 about them to their father, it says they
hated him. They couldn’t talk to him. They were jealous of him, and they continued to hate him even more. They said,
“Come, let us kill him and throw his body in one of the pits.”

vy b axip axiw. How do middos like these exist by these holy shevatim?! You know what Chazal tells us? The
Midrash says: v o™i o°p>78. They were o113 o°p>78. And they never sinned in their lives before this moment! They were
on such a level of righteousness that they had never sinned. We can’t imagine such a thing.

Today we hear things about people who seem to be tzaddikim, who seem to be chashuvim, who seem to have great
merits, and they end up doing terrible things. And we don’t understand those things either. Now, I don’t grasp, I don’t
chap how people like that could do such things. But with the shevatim, it is different.

You have to know when you tell it to your children, you can’t simply tell it to them on a basic level as though Shevatim
did a chet. When you learn this x°x10, you have to learn it through the Torah’s perspective. This is not a Slabodka shittah.
In Slabodka, they had a very positive look at the Torah. Even with Eisav, they had a hard time calling him Eisav Harasha.
The Brisker Rov didn’t like that. “Eisav is Eisav Harasha,” that’s how he used to say. The n»x is we don’t have a xw what
Eisav was, but Eisav was a rasha.

It doesn’t say the Shevatim did such a heinous act. At the very least they should have been called reshaim. They
weren’t called reshaim, and Chazal say 02w Ron *7°% 82 X?. So, as you mature and look at the Torah with a deeper outlook,
you have to try to adjust your perspective and see it from a different light. Was there some subtle perspective or underlying
factor that was slightly off in their decision to sell Yosef? Yes. Minute. But like the Ramban says, if we were to view these
actions and study them and we had gotten a front row seat to see it happening, we would have considered it a zechus. We
would have thought, “Wow, what tzaddikim!” As the speaker once said: Had you gotten a true front row seat, you would
have seen what really happened.

THE MACHLOKES IN VOLOZHIN

There was once a big machlokes in Volozhin, the mother of all yeshivos. This machlokes started way back when. You
know what year the machlokes started? The machlokes in Volozhin was between the ma>w> *wxA, the 7177 °7172. It started in
the year 17"n, that’s 1857. So a machlokes burst out in the holy yeshivah between very holy people. The Netziv, R’ Naftali
Tzvi Yehuda Berlin (1816-1893), as he was referred to in Brisk as Rav Hirsh. The other party was the great Beis HaLevi,
Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveichik (1820-1892). It was such a holy machlokes, 1 tried many times to milk it out of my
Rebbi, to get an insight about what took place. I read reports about the machlokes.

My Rebbi would not discuss it. He said the machlokes is so above us, what happened and the way it was run was with
totally different criteria than what we assume. The engagement in the machlokes, that’s 11ox for us. It has no shaichus to
us. But at the time, they decided they had to settle it, they had to find a resolution between these two great giants. So, they
were looking for somebody who they could invite to Volozhin to quiet the fires.

And they settled on a great Maggid from Vilna, the Vilna Maggid. His name was Rav Zev Wolf, zt”l. He was also a
famous dayan, one of the elder judges in the beis din in Vilna. And these two sides had good nuvv, and he listened to both
sides. And then Rav Zev Wolf said, “May I speak now?” I've heard the two sides. They said, “Yes.” He said, “>ma1 >n.
Today we’re holding in Parshas Vayeishev.” They both looked at him. “Very strange,” they thought. Parshas Vayeishev?
They were holding at the end of Chodesh Tishrei. They were holding after Sukkos already! No one was reading Parshas
Vayeishev then. So they both lifted up their eyes to him in wonder. And he said, “Let me explain what I mean.”

He said, “What is the role of a Maggid? What does a Maggid do? I'm expected to come and give mw-7 every single
week regarding the y1awn nws. People want to hear what I have to say about the y1awn nwns. B'derech klal, 1 find the tzaddik
in the parsha. I find his competition, the rasha, in the parsha. And I elevate the actions of the tzaddik, and I denigrate the
actions of the rasha. And I show what’s good and what’s bad, and I hope people follow the good and distance themselves
from the bad.” He continued. “On the other hand, I talk a lot about the bad, how terrible it is. In the whole of n>wx12 nws,
I always had no problem finding what to say. I looked in n*wx-2 nw1o and I saw there was Adam HaRishon and Chava.

Adam HaRishon and Chava symbolized the greatness, and the nachash - the v11 7% symbolized the 21 nvon - the
negative. I also had another one. In some parshiyos, maybe I get two mw17. We had Kayin, the murderer, against Hevel,
who brought his kaorbanos to Hashem, willingly. Then, we have Parshas Noach that says: 1°’n17172 p>7% w>x n1. Noach was a
big tzaddik. Against that, the terrible dor of the 712n, generation of the flood. They were involved with n19y 51, busy with
theft, robbery, and n»v. Then you have Parshas Lech Lecha, with Avraham Avinu. Against that you have Pharoah, melech
Mitzrayim. Then you have Lot and Yishmael against Avraham. In parshas Vayeira, you have Avraham against the people
of Sedom. Terrible people. Yitzhak is the opposite of Yishmael. Great speeches, great lessons. In parshas Toldos, you have
Yakov against Eisav. You have 273> °12 on one side against Chamor and Shechem. Great speeches there as well. So in every
parsha, I'm able to come and show clearly the %1 between the 21 and the v1 and I expound on them to sharpen the
op1on, the differences, between them.”
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“But when it comes to Parshas Vayeishev, I get stuck. On the one hand, we find Yosef HaTzaddik but on the other
hand, his brothers were also great tzaddikim. So I don’t have anything to say. I'm in a pickle. I get into a tight spot. How
am I going to explain it? Who am I going to pick out as the bad one and who’s the good one? They’re both o101 2w 7Tp.
They were both 7 >wix, men of 77, whose heiligeh neshamos came from shamyaim. These people were clean from any stain
of sin.” He said, “Rabbosai, we’re holding in Parshas Vayeishev! You put me in Parshas Vayeishev. I've been involved in
settling disputes for a long time. But over here, how can I decide between two great n2°w> *wx1? The Netziv of Volozhin on
one side, and the Beis HaLevi on the other side. It’s not shayach for me to say which one’s right and which one’s wrong. I
can’t do that. How could I get my head in between these two great giants and decide who’s wrong and who’s right?”

This story brings out how we’re supposed to look at Parshas Vayeishev. If somebody teaches his children or he
himself learns the Torah, and he says, “The shvatim were terrible. Yosef was such a sweet kid. His father loved him. He
was a o°1p1 12. He was a friendly child. He was 21pn the children of the mnow. He walked around, he combed his hair nicely.
He always looked nice. He looked like a nice kid. You know, he was a real ‘with-it’ kind of guy, friendly to everybody, good-
looking. On the other hand, you have the rough and tough older brothers, little monsters.” And this is where it’s important
to realize, Rabbosai that this premise, this picture is completely false, it’s sheker, it’s 213, it’s not the Torah. Now, I will
give an example.

WHY TEN HARUGEI MALCHUS REJOICED

You may ask a question: We do find in Chazal that later on in history, Hashem sought retribution for this story.
There’s a famous pasuk that states: n»1» n 173m wox 2137, “one who kidnaps a person and sells him will surely die” (Shemos
21:16). The infamous Turnus Rufus Harasha, who served under the Roman emperor Hadrian, called in the great Tannaim
and said to them, “Does it say that in your Torah? What’s the punishment for somebody who kidnaps and sells a person?
What’s the poo?” “The punishment is death,” they answered. The king said, “Well, you're going to have to die then. The
Bnei Yakov sold Yosef, and they and they’ve never received their poo, their death sentence”

So Hakodosh Boruch Hu was 213 on ten of the Chachmei Yisroel that they should be killed. These are known as the
M%7 "0 7wy,

So when Rebbi Yishmael, who was the Cohen Gadol, a super, super tzaddik, a giant of unimaginable heights, hears
this, you know what he says? 31 7172 w1797 R¥n 891 - “Hashem couldn’t find couldn’t find ten tzaddikim to collect from them
for this judgment more than me?” So Rebbi Yishmael went up to Shamayim and he asked this question in Shamayim. They
knew how the story came about. He says, “Hashem is collecting from me for the shevatim’s actions?” You know how many
years were between Yosef and Rebbi Yishmael? Quite a few years. Hashem could not find anybody else?! 1vwn 17 anx, The
IX97 in o°nw, the big 8%, Metatron told him, Hxvnw on, “What kind of 77xw are you asking? 7°n, I swear to you, w17pm X¥n X7
ONR OX %3 2Py 2120 PR 7wy X7 N3, from that time until now Hashem never found ten great tzaddikim of your stature,

equivalent to Yakov’s children, the shevatim.” ynww 11°3, as soon as Rebbi Yishmael heard this, x> 77°, he came down
back to the earth, and found his chaverim who were fasting and davening. And they said to him, 772 7n? “What did you
come back with?” And he said to them, “15%, Go, wn, bathe, purify yourself, put on a°3>75n. It’s a X137 7172 w17pa 21990 771717
Rebbi Yishmael said, “When I came back down and told my friends the m7y that I received, the testimony I received in
Shamayim, all of my friends rejoiced. They came to sit. They made a seudah with food and drink. Rebbi Yishmael and his
colleague x> 12 1wnw 127, were both rejoicing but they were also mourning. They were mourning because it was decreed
upon them a anwn nn°n. And they were happy and dancing because Hakodosh Boruch Hu told them that they were the
first group that was the equivalent to the B’nei Yakov. You know how many years went by from the time of Yaakov till that
time? Close to 2,000 years!

Do you hear that? They lived after the first w7pna n°3, and during the period of second w1pni n»a. And in all those 2,000
years, Hashem couldn’t find ten people that were equivalent to the B'nei Yakov?! It’s mind boggling. Not even in the M7
127a7, that was the 7v7 117. Not in the 27 of ywy. Not in the days of owvow. Not in the days of the o>x»21. Not in the days
of :xw. Not in the days of 717. Not in the days of 77n7 nn%w, until these ten Tannaim came around. Hashem chose them
because they were &1 to be the equivalent of the B’nei Yakov. And they’re the ones who could be 193» for the sale of Yosef.
The lashon of Chazal is, “You sold your brother. I swear to you,” Hashem says, “I'm going to collect retribution from your
grandchildren from the most 2wn of them, n°mi3 now>2 »awn.
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So, on the one hand, we find greatness in Yosef Hatzaddik - off the charts. Chazal say that Yosef was similar to his
father. He was a carbon copy of his father, mamash. Chazal list many, many things, about 20 things in which Yosef was
comparable to his father. Yakov Avinu saw in Yosef the best of his children. He was 117, very similar to him and he gave
over to him all the Torah that he learned from 12y ow. It’s amazing. Yakov taught Yosef the mesorah, something you
can’t even imagine. And on the other hand you see the greatness of the Shevatim and Hashem’s apparent response. So we
should grasp that this episode is so obviously above us, way beyond what we can ever understand. With the little glimpse
we got today, we now have to start to study this parsha in light of what we just heard.

And with Hashem’s help, we shall. But not today...

g IN ConcLustoN §§

Sometimes, as the Maggid of Vilna said, the difference between good and evil is clear. We learn to do
good and we keep far away from evil. The parsha of Mechiras Yosef is completely different. The Shevatim
were great, pure tzaddikim, and Yosef Hatzaddik was a great, pure tzaddik. We cannot say one side was
good and the other side was bad. All we can say is that we cannot begin to understand what the machlokes
was really about. However, we do have several maamarei Chazal that point out the extremely high level and
stature of these tzaddikim. Therefore, first, we must learn these maamarei Chazal and then, they should be
our guiding light when we come to learn this parsha. The only way to learn the parsha is through the eyes of
the Torah. We must completely put aside our personal judgement of the events as they appear to our limited
understanding. This week, (bli neder), I will practice “not understanding” the machlokes of real tzaddikim,
reserving my own judgement, and only asking, “What does the Torah say?”
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