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z% THE SECRET OF THE JEWISH NATION  {~

MOAYV’S FEAR OF KLAL YISRAEL

The timeline of our parshah took place after Klal Yisrael had conquered the lands of these two supermen, Sichon and
Og, and all the lands of the Emorim were in the hands of Klal Yisrael. They were now about to cross the Yarden in order
to conquer Eretz Yisrael proper. They were facing the Moavim. By the time Sichon was at war with Klal Yisrael, Moav
had already given up half of their land to Sichon, and when Sichon lost the battle with Klal Yisrael, that land of Moav
went into the hands of the Bnei Yisrael, and Klal Yisrael became the neighbors of Moav. Moav was looking at their new
neighbors. They had no familiarity with the Jewish people. They were holding their heads, trying to figure out how these
two giant kings, Sichon and Og, had fallen so easily.

Now you have to know that Sichon and Og were extremely powerful. Chazal tell us that if their cities, which were
so fortified, had been filled with no more than mosquitoes, no nation could have conquered them. And they were so
powerful that even if there were no fortifications at all and they were open to the whole world and their people were
there, it would have been impossible to overcome them. That’s how powerful they were. And here comes this nation who
were slaves, who have no country, who have no nationality. They're a nation that’s been wandering in a desert for forty
years. Think about it. It’s like a bunch of Bedouins. How would you look at a bunch of ISIS dwellers, people who live in
the desert? They don’t live in cities and they don’t have trained armies. They don’t have fortifications, and all of a sudden
they take out Sichon and Og, who are the allies of Moav! What happens? They go nuts. They see that they have no chance
of stopping the Jews, this young fledgling people, from continuing their conquests. They naturally fear that the Jews will
conquer even more nations.

Now, there was a fellow named Balak. Mr. Balak was an intellectual fellow. He decided to make a study to figure
out what gave Klal Yisrael their ability to fight. He studied their history, and watched their wars. It says: 719°¢ 12 p72 X7,
vayar always means “he saw” (Bamidbar 22:2). What does “saw” mean? It means, he studied. He was mesbonen. It
wasn’t a superficial look. He was mesbonen into everything Klal Yisrael did. And now he saw the great fear that Moav
had, as it says: 78»n oy °197 28 730, “Moav was alarmed because that people was so numerous” (v. 3). And the passuk says
axm ypn, “Moav were disgusted.” Usually when you have an enemy that you're afraid of, you detest them. But here, they
detested themselves! They felt like nothing. They felt they’re gornisht. They felt inadequate. So Moav turns to Midyan
for an eitzah, and then the passuk says: X177 nva axmn? 772 19°% 12 21, “and Balak ben Tzipor was the king of Moav at that
time” (v. 4). Now it’s very interesting because seemingly the passuk should have said at the outset that Balak was king of
Moav. When the passuk introduced us to this fellow Balak, it should have said ax 7%» 719°% 32 P92 ®7"1. But the pshat is
that Balak wasn’t the king until now. Only once he made this analysis, once he did his due diligence on behalf of Moav,
and came up with a theory that he understands the power of the Jewish people, was he appointed king. So after they saw
who he was, only then does the pasuk says: x177 ny2 287 752 719°% 12 P21

OUR POWER COMES FROM OUR VOICE

Now, Balak came up with an interesting theory. The goyim in those days had force, brute force, physical force. Balak
understood that the Jews’ conquest had nothing to do with brute force. He realized that the Jewish secret and their power
had to come from somewhere else. So he did a study and asked, “Who’s in charge of these Jewish people?” They told him,
“Oh, a fellow named Moshe.” What was Moshe’s power? He asked, “Who was this Moshe? Where was he from?” Moshe
was a tall, physically strong person, but where did Moshe’s power come from? And they determined that Moshe’s power
did not come from his warfare strategy. It came from his koach of his peh, from the power of his mouth. He had a certain
way of relating to the A-mighty. He had a way of connecting to Hashem, the source of all power. Balak asked about the
history. He found out about the Torah, about Moshe Rabeinu giving the Torah. 10> my% ny 7, “Hashem grants strength to
His people” (Tehillim 29:11). He decided that that was where Moshe’s power lay. So what did he decide to do? He decided
that he’s not going to go up against the Jews with surprise strategic hit-and-run terrorist attacks. He’s going to try to
employ somebody whose koach is also be’peh. So he did an analysis looking for someone in the world who has a similar
koach, who’s 1%y ny7 v71°, who has an “in” with Hashem, who we could perhaps bring over to our side. He came up with
Bilam. And therefore 71va 32 ov%a %X 0°o8%n nbw, “and they sent messengers to Bilam” (v. 5).
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Now, most other people just melted. You know why they melted? Because they chapped they have no shaychus to
this battle. They couldn’t figure out the secret of the Jewish people. So they melted. They were full of dread and fear. They
had nothing to put in the way of Bnei Yisrael. But Bilam came up with this interesting plan.

The Chasam Sofer writes in a teshuvah that there is something very interesting and unique about this parshah.
There is something unique about the whole founding of the Jewish nation. When you’re going to go out there and you're
going to engage in your fiery, fiery kiruv, you're going to want to turn people around. You're going to be faced with the
following question. They’re going to ask you, “Rabbi, did you try other religions? Have you looked into my religion? Did
you look into Christianity or Episcopalian or ‘Deformed,” or ‘Destructionist’? Maybe that’s the way to go. How do you
know?” That’s going to be the million-dollar question. And you’re going to say, “Hmm, that’s a very good question.”
You're going to stick your thumb in your mouth and you’re going to suck on it. He’ll say, “Rabbi, what is that, a Jewish
custom? When a Jewish rabbi gets stuck, he puts his thumb in his mouth and sucks on it?”

ONLY JUDAISM WAS WITNESSED BY MILLIONS

No, let me tell you what you should say. What is unique about the Jewish religion that is mind-boggling is that it’s
the only religion that’s founded and built upon visual testimony. It’s the only religion that’s not founded on faith. It’s
not a faith-based religion. Every other religion in the world is based upon: trust me. The most wacky one has close to 20
million global followers. It’s crazy how many millions of adherents it has (i.e. Mormonism). Some guy came back from a
walk on a road. And do you know what he said? He said, “I was just given two tablets.” I wonder where he got that idea
from! He got two tablets, and it was written in Hebrew, of course. Since he didn’t know Hebrew, the only way he could
understand it was with special glasses. So his god gave him these special glasses, and he put them on upside down. He
looked at the tablets standing on his head, and then he came up with this whole religion. This tipesh remembered all the
laws, and he came and fakofed this religion and was a rasha merusha she’ein kamoso. He started taking wives away from
people. He made Yerushalayim his capital. He came up with the wacky of the wackiest laws. They have literally millions
today. They use a lot of missionaries. Then, when the people asked him, “Can we see the tablets?” he walked back down
the road and he said, “Oh, they were lost.” “Can we see the glasses?” “The glasses were also lost.” Could you imagine that
anybody who has an IQ of 10 would believe this? I've asked them, “How can you possibly buy into this nonsense?” But
millions of people do. And you want to convince me of this?!

Every religion is based on some kind of nonsense like this. Mohammed, who started one of the biggest religions in
the world, claimed he was a prophet. They asked, “You’re a prophet? What makes you a prophet?” You're a shikur. You're
not a prophet. You're an adulterer. He was a terrible, terrible person. What makes you a prophet? He said, “If you don’t
believe me,” and took a dagger out from under his clothes. He stuck it into people’s hearts, cut off heads. He got a couple
of vilde chevra, vilde Araba to follow him, wild Arabs. They went around creating havoc. A whole religion is based on
this nonsense. It’s unbelievable. A world of fools.

And what about Christianity? I met a lot of these guys in my life. I always tell them, “Excuse me, that’s our cousin.
You're hijacking our cousin.” I said Yoshke wasn’t a Christian. He was a Jewish person. Do you know about the Last
Supper, what are you hocking a chinok? He never said he was a god! What do you make him into a god for?! No one in
his own shtetl knew he was a god. No one dreamed he was a god. But, if you don’t believe in him? Bam! They’re going
to whack your head off, too. And what about the Chinese and Japanese? Japan, a huge country. You have to take your
shoes off, even today, when you get to the block of the Japanese emperor’s palace. Why? It’s considered kodesh kadoshim
because their great-great-grandmother was mezaneh with the gardener on the roof, and she came down pregnant. Then,
when she came down pregnant, they said no one was on the roof. How did she get pregnant? Ah, it must have been the
sun! So they worshiped the sun. They pashut made up a whole religion. I'm thinking to myself: you know how dumb you
have to be to go for that nonsense? You think in today’s world that somebody can sell this nonsense? There must have
been somebody. You established a religion based on a zach that ‘Hashem’ came down and married a woman. I mean,
I never heard of such insanity! The only place you would hear such things is in a very serious, high maximum security
psychiatric ward. The same people who claim to be King Tut and Queen of England. It’s pashut amazing to me.

“And now you wonder why I didn’t study your religion?! Do I look cuckoo to you?!” That’s what I would say to
them. You know you don’t have a religion. You have a comic book religion. All it’s based on, if anybody questioned it, is
that you shechted people. You slaughtered Jews. You slaughtered other people. You called anybody who had a question
about your religion an “infidel.” Jews never slaughtered anybody. You know why? They didn’t have to slaughter people.
If somebody questioned Judaism, you know what Jewish people would say? Have a refuah sheleimah. You should have a
speedy recovery and get better quickly. We’re telling you facts.
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FACTS ARE UNDENIABLE

I had a story many years ago. I was on a plane. There was a guy wearing a white thing under his neck. I thought
maybe he was a barber or something. He told me he was a priest. I thought it would be an interesting conversation. So we
started to talk. I said, “Would you like to make a lot of money?” He said, “Why do you ask?” I said, “I have a suggestion
for you. You know the Jews know how to make money. So, I'm going to give you a tip. Write a book and call it The Hoax.”
I said, “For 1,900 years, the Catholic Church has been trying to dismiss the Jewish people and figure out how to say the
Jews are not the chosen nation anymore. They came up with this tremendous chiddush that Jews worship the devil. Devil
worshipers. Why don’t you say we worship daffodils? Make us rose worshipers. Devil worshipers? That’s an absurd, silly
thing. ”

“Then they came up with another shtus. What was the biggest folly they ever came up with? That Jews slaughter
Christian kids and put their blood in matzah. You know, Jews never eat blood. We’re the only nation that does not eat
blood. Every nation in the world are ‘blood suckers.” They love blood. They drink blood. They cook in blood. They don’t
remove the blood from the meat. Jews remove the blood from meat before eating it. Blood is abhorrent to a Jew. If you
said they put blood in chopped liver or they put blood in cholent, okay. Maybe that I can understand because people put
all kinds of chazarei in cholent. You don’t know what’s in it. But then, of all things, to say they put it in matzah? Matzah
is pure water and flour. If the slightest impurity gets in, if the guy puts a milligram of salt in that matzah, that matzah
cannot be used for Pesach at all! Do you realize that? That’s amazing. You hear that?”

I told him, “I'm going to tell you what you should write in the book. Call it ‘The Jewish Hoax.” Write in that book that
the Jews made up a bubbe ma’aseh. The whole story of Mount Sinai was baloney. Whoever heard of a G-d coming down
and talking to people live? Whoever heard of that? Millions of people. No religion ever had it. Why don’t you say that?
It’ll sell well.” I said, “A lot of secular Jews tell me, ‘I'm not sure if it’s true. I have my doubts. I have my questions.” Why
don’t you write about that?”

You know what he told me? He said, “That’s a fact. Facts are undeniable.” You know what he was telling me? That
it’s such a pashute fact, you’d have to be a cuckoo to deny it. It’s better to say that they take Christian kids and put their
blood in the matzos than to say that Har Sinai never happened. Everybody knows about the Exodus from Egypt. Yet the
Quran, for example, in multiple places, mentions Haman as a member of Pharaoh’s court and his personal advisor. There
is a verse in the Quran which says that Pharaoh, Haman and their soldiers pursued the Jews into the Red Sea and were all
drowned. Amazing, no? My Zeida said that guy, Mohammad, used to be a cleaner. He cleaned up Jewish batei medrashim
and batei kenesios, and he heard bits and pieces of Judaism. He heard about Haman, and he heard about Pharaoh. My
Zeida said that’s like the alef beis. Every goy in the world knows that Pharaohs lived in Egypt and Haman lived in Persia
- about 900 years after Yetzias Mitzrayim.

Now, the Chasam Sofer talks about this week’s parshah in a teshuvah.* He makes a very interesting point. He says
everything in the Torah, we witnessed with our own eyes. The only exception is the episode involving Balak and Bilam.
The Torah here tells us what Balak thought, what he was afraid of, and how he planned to overcome that fear, along
with everything that happened between him and Bilam. But who told us they were afraid? Who told us what they were
thinking? It wasn’t a known fact. This wasn’t in the newspapers. The answer is: Hashem revealed all this to us behind the
scenes! Hashem said: “I know it all, and I'm telling you this is what he said, this is what he thought, and this is what he
planned. Balak came up with this plan that you need koach bepeh and you need a Bilam.” It’s all Hashem revealing to us
this secret that wasn’t known to mankind. I'm sure if we would have met these folks and told them this, they would have
denied it. They would have said: “Fake news!” But we know it’s real news because it’s from Hashem.

HASHEM REDEAMS AM YISRAEL EVERY SINGLE DAY

Now, what is the reason the Torah tells us this? Why does the Torah tell us how the goyim viewed the Jews, thought
about the Jews, and how they wanted to deal with the Jews? The answer to that question is found in the Ya’aros Devash
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in his first drashah. He says we say in the davening in the brachah of geulah anx pmn Hx1 >3, we call Hashem the goel
chazak. You know what goel chazak means? That Hashem has the power to perform things, and He’s not subjugated to
nature. He says a person should put in his heart and realize that every single day Hashem does for us geulah, He redeems
us every day!

Hakadosh Baruch Hu is x> m%°sn vmw. and He specifically does not reject tefilas rabim. And you also have to
know that 11’m%o% 119y o> 1w o1 933, every single day goyim in the world rise up against us and plan to destroy us, and
o7°n 1% 1«3p7, and you have to know the geulah takes place throughout the day and every single day.? And this is true
on the individual level as well. Unbelievable!

In my experience of communicating with autistic children, I noticed that they always said terrible things were about
to happen.3 I used to ask them “when.” They would relate to me, “Right now.” But it never happened. I went back to them.
I said, “You told me last time that terrible things are about to happen.” You know what they would tell me? “It’s about to
happen.” I said, “You told me that last week. You told me that a month ago. You told me that a year ago. So why didn’t it
happen?” You want to know why it didn’t happen? They would relate the following message to me: “Because Hashem at
the last second stepped in and stopped it.” I remember thinking: that’s a little absurd. That’s a little exaggerated. But
I learned to take everything they said with a grain of salt. They said once, “Moshiach is about to come.” I remember the
first time I heard that, I got all excited. Wow! I have to

prepare for this. Then he didn’t come. I said, “What happened?” They said, “Somebody blew it and Hashem had to
deter Moshiach from coming. People did aveiros.” They knew what events stopped things and what events made Hashem
save things. It blew me away!

Now, when I saw this Ya’aras Devash, 1 got a new understanding about what they were saying. “Bechol yom.”
He writes if you knew how many times a day Hakadosh Baruch Hu saves Klal Yisrael and individual Yidden, it would
boggle your mind. And it’s not for nothing that the Chazal who were aware of this instituted that we say the brachah of
112°7 72> 101w K1 X7, “Behold our affliction, and take up our grievance.” We tell Hashem, “You look. We can’t see, but
You can see.” You should know that your tefilos cause Hashem to tilt the rachmanus on our side, and we are saved. It’s
unbelievable. The Ya’aros Devash says that’s why we say goel Yisrael. We don’t say ga’al Yisrael, Hashem redeemed in
the past, and we don’t say yigal Yisrael, Hashem will redeem us in the future. But we say Hakadosh Baruch Hu is goel -
He redeems right now! A person has to put this on his heart, when a person davens to Hashem, he says.

MORE HITLERS CHAS VESHALOM

When we read the story of Balak ben Tzipor, you have to know it’s not only about Balak ben Tzipor! Rav Yerucham
said in the 1930s, after Hitler rose to power, “I talked to American bachurim, and asked them, ‘Tell me, how do you think
America would deal with it if Hitler came to power there?’ You know what they would answer me?” Rav Yerucham said,
“They would tell me, ‘In America, such a thing could never happen beshum ofen.”” He said, “People who say this talk
without awareness.” He said, “Only a shoteh talks like this. You have to know in one moment, in one heref ayin, things
could turn around in America, just like it did in Europe, and Hashem could bring a plethora of Hitlers, chas veshalom.”
And look at Hitler himself. He’s the biggest ra’ayah. A nothing shebenothing, a gornisht shebegornisht. In a country that
had a shtikel culture, sophistication, norms. Who could have said such a thing about Medinas Germany?! Nobody. “You
have to know,” Rav Yerucham said, “we are a nation right now, every day that goes by, you want to know what mx o>11n
772 is? We say 1ny 017 202w 7071 731 72 MTIPOT 1 Mnwl 931 77°2 0°nona 1100 By 72 umik o°n.” That’s what a person has to know:
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3 See Parshas Chaya Sarah from 5783, titled “Shidduchim and Stories With Autistic Children” (search for the title in the Archive tab of www.sichosyisroel.com)
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that they try to destroy us constantly, and Hashem saves us. Maybe if you’d put a drop more kavanah into your request
that Hashem should help us anx pin 9% %3, perhaps you would save somebody else! Especially if you daven berabim. You
daven so fast (speaking to a talmid). When I'm at v17p 7nx you're already making 11722 019w. A person has to know this.
It is very important. You can’t take things for granted.

It’s especially important for you to internalize this if you think everything is fine in Eretz Yisrael. You know, there
are fools there. They say, “It’s our country. It’s a Jewish country. Who wants to make gezeiros against us?!” Firstly,
the 40 million Arabs that are all around us want to destroy us. That’s for sure. That’s a given. And 7227021 70777,
“Those who ravaged and ruined you,” (Isaiah 49:17), our destroyers come from the government, from the leftists, from
the Zionists. They don’t want to destroy us?! They want nothing more than to destroy us! You have to realize that a
person fools himself when it’s quiet. They live in a little quiet place like this, and think nothing can go wrong. But then,
suddenly, something happens.

Just two years ago, in New York, Hashem shook it up a little bit. He showed He’s in charge. There began a minhag
of dark people, tinkele mentschen, like they call them on Kol Hamevaser. What was their ‘minhag’? They started a
minhag of going around the street and surprising random people whom they had no shaychus to, to try to knock them
out with one, quick and unexpected punch. They did it to old ladies, to young ladies, to old men. They tried to surprise
you and come around. That was the game. A ‘Knockout Game.” Knock the person out with a punch. It wasn’t only
Yidden, but there were relatively a lot of Yidden involved. You know what Hashem was telling us? In one second, people
can go meshuge. Hashem was saying: “I control the world.” You think it’s a joke? People were petrified to walk in the
street. They looked around. They didn’t want to be surprised. But looking around is not going to save them. Maybe some
people got some pepper spray. They thought it would save them. But the idea there was to get you by surprise.

A person has to know that our matzav in this world is precarious. There are many Balaks lurking around. There are
many Moavs plotting against us. There are all kinds of umos haolam who want to rid the world of us, and it’s only by the
nissim, the chasdei Hashem, and the tovos of Hashem that we’re still around, and we have to recognize that, rabbosai!
Many people don’t like to hear this because it makes their lives uncomfortable. They want to go on vacation. They want
to go on and do what they want and how they want. They don’t want to think negative thoughts. This is called reality.

I always think about that tragic story in Eretz Yisrael, at a chasunah in that huge hall, the Versailles Hall, in May
2001. The people were dancing away and having a blast when suddenly the whole floor collapsed. I was thinking that if
someone would have come to them a minute before and said, “I want to let you know, my friend, that I think in about
five minutes, you're toast.” “What’s going to happen?” “The floor is going to collapse on you. Come on. Come on. Don’t
you feel it?” People afterwards wrote that they felt the floor giving way. They weren’t dancing on the ground floor. They
were dancing upstairs. I don’t remember how many korbanos there were, but it was a traumatic experience. It changed
my life. After that, for a long time, when I went to places, I said, “Hakadosh Baruch Hu, I appreciate that You make
the ground under me solid. 2°»7 %¥ yx7 ¥yp17. And the only reason I'm not falling through to the water is because You,
Hashem, are keeping this solid.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us keep our awareness and daven to Him, and hopefully affect devarim tovim.

§§ IN ConcLusION §§

What’s unique about the Torah and Yiddishkeit is that Hashem revealed Himself to us and gave us
the Torah and that it was witnessed by many people; we believe that what Hashem tells us in the Torah
is the accurate, undeniable truth. The Chasam Sofer discusses how the pesukim in this week’s parshah
reveal the secret thoughts and plans of the people of Moav and what motivated them to attack Klal Yisrael.
We learn from this how the goyim view the Jews, and how they want to deal with the Jews - as a rule. It’s
only by the constant nissim, chasdei Hashem, and tovos of Hashem that we’re still around. The Ya’aros
Devash says that Hashem does geulos for us every single day. Hashem hears our tefillos, specifically
accepting tefillas harabim. Tefillah is our koach. Even when it is an eis tzarah 'Yaakov, we know that
re’eh na b'onyeinu - Hashem sees our afflictions - even when we are not aware of them. He is constantly
saving us. We should be aware that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is being goel right now. This week (bli neder),
I will recognize the koach of tefillah and put more kavanah into my request that Hashem should make
geulos for us because, 7nx p1n 781 °> - He is the only address to turn to.
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