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v{? CONFRONTING ToDAY'S EREV RAv  f~

ONESH METED OUT CONTINUOUSLY

In this parshah, we encounter an episode that shook up the Jewish world. It shocked the olam haYahadus. 1t shocked it in
such an amazing way that this breach in Klal Yisrael never became totally atoned for. Its hashpa’ah, its influence, was felt for all
generations. The passuk says: onxun 0%y °a791 792 0121, “But when I make an accounting, I will bring them to account for their
sins” (Shemos 32:34). Rashi says that means that on the day that I remember Klal Yisrael for an onesh, Hashem says, 7nn 7onn,
constantly, constantly, o7°%v T1poxw>, when I'm going to remember them and visit them for their sins, I will 1w 12 vyn 03 07°%v *n7Po
7, T will visit upon them, always, a little bit of this sin, the cheit ha’eigel, mnyi 8w oy, together with other sins. Rashi quotes the
gemara in Sanhedrin that says, x> Hv 82 n11y710 7Y, there is no suffering that comes upon Klal Yisrael, 2ava 1w nwaon nxp 72 pxw, that
doesn’t have in it something of the cheit ha’eigel. This was such a deep and strong breach that Klal Yisrael couldn’t shake this cheit
for all the generations to come. In all the generations to come, this sin was always in the background. The onesh always reminded
them of this sin. Every gezeirah, every onesh that comes upon Klal Yisrael, always has a little bit of the cheit ha’eigel in it.*

It behooves us to study and try to understand this unique cheit.2 The Torah tells us 7¢h wya >3 oy 872, “and the people saw that
Moshe was delayed in coming down from Har Sinai” (Shemos 32:1) After the Jews had the event of Shavuos, they heard Hashem’s
voice at Har Sinai, the following day, Moshe Rabbeinu went upstairs to learn the Torah with Hashem for the next forty days and
nights. At the end of the forty days, they saw Moshe was slow in coming back. He was delayed. And when six hours of the day comes
- the Medrash Tanchuma gives us a report 7) 0°va7x 101003, forty-thousand people of the erev rav came together. They were the
ones “X1w oy 1oyw, that came out of Mitzrayim with Yisrael, and they were led by two of the famous chartumei Mitzrayim, two of
the famous magicians of the Egyptians. Their names were Yunus and Yumbrus and they used to perform all of their magic before
Pharaoh. Now they joined the Jewish nation, and 1117 %¥ ovn 91p”, they gathered against Aharon and they told him that Moshe is
not coming back. And then they proceeded to produce the eigel hazahav.

YOUR PEOPLE

Rashi says the same thing on the passuk that says, 71 7%, Hashem spoke to Moshe go down, 7ny nnw °>, Hashem tells Moshe
Rabeinu, “Go down because your people messed up” (Shemos 32:7). Rashi quotes from the medrash that says: Why does Hashem
refer to the sinners as Moshe’s people? Rashi says, an>a qnyyn nvapw 21 27vn, the erev rav that you, Moshe, were mekabel on your
own and you converted them to Yahadus, »a n3on1 891, you didn’t ask Me. You didn’t seek counsel from Me as to whether you should
accept them in Klal Yisrael. n1nxy, you said: 21w, it’s best, 71owa o™i pa7w, that the geirim, strangers, should join the Shechinah. on
wnenwm nnw, they were the ones that messed up and caused others to mess up. The erev rav were the ones who brought about the
eigel hazahav.?

The Vilna Gaon says that when Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu 71 7%, Hashem alluded to him the words, “Go down,” that, “You
caused a yeridah. You, Moshe, through your kiruv brought about a downfall, a humiliation.” The Vilna Gaon says a very interesting
thing. These people are called erev rav. What’s the roshei teivos of erev rav? Ayin reish. What word does that spell? Ra. That’s what
it spells. And he says that yeridah was ra for Moshe Rabbeinu. Now, if you take out the letters reish ayin from erev rav, you're going
to have reish veis veis remaining, says the Vilna Gaon. What’s the numerical value of reish veis veis? 204. What word is equivalent
to 204? Reid, 71 77, go down. That’s what the Vilna Gaon says.

It’s a very interesting lesson. We always think that the more people you bring to Yiddishkeit, the better it is for Hashem. You
think it’s better for Hashem’s popularity. You could think that it contributes to the beginning of yax7 %3 %y 7917 <7 om, that’s the
ultimate goal. Everybody will accept Hashem. And it’s not always like that. This group of people joined the Am Yisrael and then this
erev rav introduced Klal Yisrael to the sin of the eigel.
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THE EVIL ROLE OF THE EREV RA

We have to understand what role does the erev rav play? The Vilna Gaon says that the Yidden have been challenged by the
nations of the world. Yishmael was a leader of thirty-five umos. Eisav was a leader of thirty-five umos, totaling seventy umos, the
seventy nations of the world. They always remained a challenge to Klal Yisrael. They’re competing with Klal Yisrael. The Vilna Gaon
tells us there’s a third group that challenges Klal Yisrael and that group is referred to as the erev rav. He says the erev rav is really
the worst of the worst because their nekudah, their ultimate

introduction to Klal Yisrael, is to be mevatel, to nullify our subjugation to Torah through bitul Torah and prikas ol malchus
Shamayim. The Vilna Gaon says that the erev rav are the most dangerous because they’re the most davuk, the most attached to Klal
Yisrael and Yisrael learns much more from them than he learns from Yishmael and Eisav. They poisoned the waters of Klal Yisrael.4

The Vilna Gaon writes: The middah of the erev rav was azei panim, mechutzafim. He says 72w 2wy o010 1w 531, all the
mechutzafim and the wicked ones in the generation that usurp Torah and kabbalas ol malchus Shamayim, 277 W annwi 71393 o7
19, are reincarnated souls from the erev rav.s Did you ever know that? Mixed into the Jewish nation are a lot of neshamos that are
descendants of the erev rav and it’s very hard to discern them. Yishmael, you could discern. Eisav, you could discern. But the erev
rav not. He says, it’s compared to the wheat kernel that has coarse bran around the actual kernel. Some people like it today. It’s
called whole wheat. But they were the ‘whole’ of the wheat. The hope was to get rid of them and to separate them from the actual
kernel to produce solles nekiyah, pure flour. But this erev rav is mamash attached to Klal Yisrael and it manages to influence the
holiness of Klal Yisrael and that we should copy their actions. Many of Klal Yisrael are drawn to them.

Now, the Vilna Gaon says the hallmark of the erev rav, they manifest themselves in Klal Yisrael through certain behavior.
What’s the behavior? They show themselves as ba’alei machlokes. They don’t accept things with humility. They stand up for what
they want. They don’t care against who. Any machlokes, he says, that’s shelo leshem Shamayim is coming from the erev rav. He
says their hallmark is, they’re koftzim lhoros, they jump up to guide and instruct others, and they want to take the mantle of
leadership for themselves, like you found by the dor haflagah where it says, ow 1% nwy,

“and let us make name for ourselves” (Bereishis 11:4). He says the people who donate big buildings, even batei kenessios and very
expensive ornaments for sifrei Torah, but they do it with the purpose of aw 1% nwyn, we want to make a name for ourselves - not to
honor the Torah, honor Hashem, and bring glory to Hashem - but to bring glory to themselves, that’s the hallmark of the erev rav.¢

THE JEWISH EREV RAV

Now, the worst part about them, the Vilna Gaon says, is that they created a whole fourth category. Until then, there were three
categories. There was Yishmael, there was Eisav, and there was the erev rav. The erev rav created a fourth category, and that was
within Klal Yisrael, there was a ‘fifth column’ of Jews who adopted the ideology, the hashkafah of the erev rav and behaved like
them. You can’t tell the difference between who is Jewish and who’s from the erev rav. But it’s a whole fourth category and the
category is: they want to lead. They want to dominate. They want to wear the crown.

There’s no safek about it that today, all the leaders in the Israeli government who are going out of their way to undermine,
destroy, and dissolve the koach of Torah to dissolve shemiras Shabbos, to dissolve the kedushah of the Kosel, they’re all at the
bottom of the pit. These are all erev rav people. All they're interested in is ow 1% nwyn, and they say the most extreme things! They
don’t even hide their intentions. Pashut they're 7w P 93 nR 72891 217791 1nwn?, and there are many Jews that joined up with them.
Rav Elchonon Wasserman writes that all the heads of the Zionists were Amalekim. That’s what he says. I never understood exactly
what he meant until I saw that the Vilna Gaon writes that those of the erev rav, the worst group of the erev rav, are the ones who
go out and make a machlokes with Klal Yisrael, the ba’alei machlokes. They’re geru’im mikol, and they’re called Amalekim. They’re
the worst of the bad ones. The worst of the evil. And today, just seeing what’s going on in Eretz Yisrael is frightening.

One of the saddest tragedies is that the Jewish media in America doesn’t write with complete clarity about what is really going
on in the government over there and about their attempt to destroy the mamon of Klal Yisrael, the kedushah of Klal Yisrael, the bnei
Torah of Klal Yisrael, and every last vestige of holiness in Klal Yisrael.

A few years ago, the media in America took a turn. They basically decided to mind their own business and the Yiddishkeit
in Eretz Yisrael became not their business. My rebbi, his brothers and others always spoke about these erev rav, these Amalekim
who have no other interest. We can’t imagine that. Why would they care to destroy Torah? Torah is not bothering them. Torah is
not stopping them from doing what they want. But they got involved. And then another group arose to quiet the American media,
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Jewish media, regarding talking and discussing this and bringing up the subject. But it’s geferlach. The chutzpah that they exhibit
knows no bounds, no limitations. They even managed, the Amalekim, the erev rav, to dump a strange looking beanie on a bald
Jewish head. That’s been a discussion in many newspaper articles. What kind of glue does he use to keep that beanie on his head?
And they pashut made it look like we had representation in the Knesset, in the government, and all they do is make gezeirah after
gezeirah without letting up.”

Now the Vilna Gaon explains (ibid) that the nekudah that the erev rav exhibits is that they are 1172w o°rv. They have chutzpah
that knows no bounds and no limits. They're not motivated by ta’avah. That’s Yishmael. They’re not motivated by ga’avah. That’s
Eisav. They're motivated by chutzpah. Their whole drive is that: We want to be leaders of the Jewish people. We want to dominate.
We want to be domineers. I mean, for somebody to come up with an idea that the Kosel Hama’aravi should be an egalitarian place,
to have representation of all chalakim of Klal Yisrael, it’s like, this is the Beis Hamikdash itself. If one of these guys would have
shown up in the Beis Hamikdash, if one of these Women of the Wall would have come to the Beis Hamikdash, she wouldn’t have
even made it to become a korban. They would have thrown her out with the ashes! They would have discarded them. I mean, this
is, like, amazing chutzpah! You want to go to Tel Aviv and put up a big theater. Okay. But you come to the Kosel Hama’aravi?! It’s
mind boggling. Most people say, “No, I understand them. You know, they want to have representation.” They don’t even want to
come to the Kosel! They have no interest in davening! They never davened in their life! All of a sudden, they need a place for tefilah.
You can give them a place for tefilah and put a lock on it, because they are never going to show up there. Except to make trouble.

You have to understand that they don’t mean that. They don’t mean the Kosel. They mean everything in Klal Yisrael! They
mean Shabbos. They mean marriage, kedushah of marriage. They mean the destruction of everything and anything. We’re living in
a very tumultuous time, and most Yidden are so blinded. We’re all happy with our lives. As long as nobody bothers me in my daled
amos, I'm very satisfied. And this is a machlokes shelo leshem Shamayim and this machlokes shelo lesham Shamayim is all coming
from the erev rav. They began with the eigel hazahav, the golden calf, and now in the time of Moshiach, they’re raising their heads
again. It says, in the R0 Xo¥11 XPwn7 ’N2pY, chutzpah is going to be rampant before Mashiach’s arrival (Sotah 49b). They’re going
to ramp up their chutzpah to levels which we’ve never seen before.

If you look in the parshah, it says Hashem told Moshe Rabeinu a7 oya nx °n°k, I've seen this people now, while they were
dancing around the eigel, X171 77w nwp av >3, they’re a stubborn nation (Shemos 32:9). The passuk goes on: Leave Me be so I could
let My wrath out upon them and destroy them. Rashi says, how does their stubbornness, their keshei oref reveal itself? Rashi says,
a9y *wp 1y, they turn their heads away from the emes, o°n°>1m 7319, against those who rebuke them. If anybody wants to show
them how they’re wrong, the sheker in their ways, they turn their necks. They don’t want to face you. »nw? oixnn, they refuse to
hear the emes. They don’t want to hear the emes.

Now, the whole ma’amad Har Sinai which preceded the cheit ha’eigel was for what? What does the Torah say? The purpose
of the ma’amad Har Sinai was 03°19 ¥ 10X 700 72va, Hashem wanted to instill His fear on the faces of Klal Yisrael (Shemos
20:17). One of the hallmarks of a Jew is that he has bushah. Who is he ashamed of? He’s not ashamed of goyim. A Yid is ashamed
of Hashem! This is my source of life. This is my source of everything. I stand before Hashem completely null and void. The cheit
ha’eigel was to undermine that. These mechutzafim, these 40,000 people with evil in them, saw the emes. They saw the game to go
with was Hashem’s game. But they could not subjugate themselves to become humbled to Hashem and His Torah. They wanted to
have their dei’ah. They wanted to have leadership.

TOO HARD TO BE HUMBLE - TRUE IDENTITY

T've seen this in the past with people who were very important in the outside world. They were leaders. They were domineering.
They carried themselves. They became frum, and their biggest challenge from frumkeit was that they were relegated to being
nobodies. Nobodies. Because in the Torah world, they didn’t have anything to offer. They didn’t know halachah. They didn’t know
hashkafah. They didn’t know gemara. They didn’t know anything. They were am ha’aretzim. They went back to their roots and
they weren’t happy being nobodies. It ate them up that they would never have a say in Klal Yisrael. To be humbled is very difficult.

So now, these folks, Yunus and Yumbrus, come forward to Aharon and they say, “Moshe is not coming back. We need some
leadership. We would like to suggest leadership. We have an idea for you.” They heard that Yisro gave advice. He was also from
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Mitzrayim. Yisro’s advice was accepted. So now these mechutzafim come and they tell Aharon, “We have an idea. We’d like to
humbly make a suggestion for a replacement for Moshe Rabbeinu. Not chas veshalom avodah zarah. No. We don’t mean anything
bad. We just want to replace Moshe Rabbeinu. We need leadership. It’s important for us.” And they brought their advice. Aharon
tried to buy time, but they were in a rush to create that eigel hazahav and they produced it. And the next thing we know is 1mp"
Py, “and they rose to play” (Shemo 32:6). Rashi says they got involved in arayos and shefichas damim.® You know what they did?
They removed the mask from their faces. They originally put on this frum mask that said: We’re part of Klal Yisrael. We want to
be mekabel the Torah. They were mekabel the Torah. We left the Egyptians, and now we joined you. But this erev rav was ra at its
core. And then they removed their mask. They showed their true colors. prnx? 137>1. The whole point of matan Torah was wvnn >n%2a%,
“so that you don’t go astray” (Shemos 20:17). And they used that episode of Matan Torah to feed their plan of creating an eigel and
cause Klal Yisroel to join in the cheit.

And because the erev rav was so davuk to Klal Yisrael, so attached to Klal Yisrael, they managed to influence them to the
point that we just learned in the gemara (Shabbos 88b) a few days ago, nnzi 7in2 nan 792 1279y, “[Ulla said that the cheit eigel is
comparable] to a bride who is promiscuous under her wedding canopy.” It was a chutzpah, Rashi says. The Jewish nation became
influenced by them and they reflected a chutzpah. They were still in the chuppah of matan Torah. They were still at Har Sinai. And
what happened? nnow 7ina mam. They turned, they challenged their newfound relationship with Hashem. Hashem was the chosson,
we were the kallah and we got influenced by the erev rav. We began to question. We began to challenge.

STAGE FRIGHT OF THE RIGHT KIND

You have to know that their hashpa’ah never ended and never ceased. And we have to look, we have to identify, and watch out
for this influence of the erev rav, so that we’re not demanding a place on the stage of Klal Yisrael. We have to be mevatel ourselves
to the ratzon of Hashem. We have to know where we belong, where our place is. Our job is to subjugate our will to the will of
Hashem and to bring kevod Shamayim and kiddush Hashem and not to tell Hashem how you think things should be, or what you
feel is a proper kiddush Hashem and what you feel is in Hashem’s best interest. What you think, you're better off not thinking.

I've told this to many people who have called me. They said, “Rabbi, I think.” I said, “You’re missing something from the word
‘think’.” They said, “What is that?” I said, “You didn’t put an S before the ‘think’. You’re missing the S. We are not here to think.
We're here to accept. Our role is to accept.” You can’t imagine how many people could learn gemara and they tell you, “Oh Rabbi,
you understand that this gemara is wrong.” “What?! No, I don’t. Not only I don’t think it’s wrong. I know it’s not wrong. It’s your
mind that’s twisted.”

I can think of a specific case of a doctor who said, “Oh, this doesn’t fit with medicine.” I said, “Do you know how much change
medicine undergoes in ten years’ time?” I told him, “What you think is correct today is wrong tomorrow. You're going to find this
out. So I'm going to give you a suggestion. Get ahead of yourself. Look at the gemara and you’ll find out what’s going to be in ten
years.” I knew it long ago. We knew a lot of things long ago from the Torah - 72 X957 ,72 7571 72 783, “turn it over and over, for all is
within in” (Avos 5:22). We’re not here to show the Torah how to think. We’re here to follow the Torah humbly with humility.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us become patur from this erev rav. The Vilna Gaon says that in the time before Moshiach
the erev rav is going to strengthen itself in such a powerful way that the chutzpah is going to know no bounds. I hope Moshiach
is around the corner, for what we are experiencing today in Eretz Yisrael. We're seeing the unbounded chutzpah, the unmitigated
chutzpah. It knows no limits. It’s definitely an indication that Moshiach is close.

We daven in the Yamim Noraim that all the rishus, all the evil in the world, should go up in smoke and the kavod of Hashem
should be revealed. Let’s hope that happens shortly during our lives.

g IN CONCLUSION §

The tragedy of the cheit ha’eigel left its mark on Klal Yisrael in more ways than one way. Firstly, the onesh
associated with that cheit is still being applied, a little bit at a time, for any cheit that takes place after the cheit
haeigel. Secondly, the ‘political’ factors that brought the cheit about still exist. The erev rav is characterized
by unwarranted chutzpah. The erev rav challenged Klal Yisrael’s subjugation to Torah. They displayed azus
panim and rejected kabbalas ol malchus Shamayim, dragging Klal Yisrael along with them in their sinful plunge.
Unfortunately, since the erev rav was attached to Klal Yisrael, their influence affected Klal Yisrael. Today, the erev
rav still exists, it is in our midst. We see people who stand up and ‘lead’ with no true qualifications, excelling only
in upholding machlokes - the trademark of the erev rav. These are people who refuse to accept the emes yet insist
on being the leaders. This week I will (bli neder) when I say the brachah in the Shemoneh Esrei that refers to the
upholders of evil, VVlamalshinim, I will have kavanah for the erev rav of today and daven for their influence to
end and that the malchus of Hashem will shine in its full glory.
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